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In this issue we thought it would 
be appropriate to highlight 
the four new judges appointed 

to the KwaZulu-Natal Bench 
over the last year, namely Judges 
Mbatha, Ploos van Amstel, Radebe 
and Seegobin. Judges Seegobin 
and Ploos van Amstel are former 
members of our Bar, and served as 
deputy chairperson of the KwaZulu-
Natal Bar (and chairperson of the 
Pietermaritzburg Bar) and chair-
person of the KwaZulu-Natal Bar, 
respectively. We also wish to men-
tion Judge Wallis, a former member, 
who has recently been elevated to 
the Supreme Court of Appeal. 

Judge Yvonne Mbatha

Judge Yvonne 
Thokozile 
Mbatha 
matriculated 
from St. 
Francis 
College in 
Marianhill, 
and went on 
to obtain her 

BProc at the University of Zululand.
Prior to her elevation to the Bench, she 

was an attorney of over 23 years standing. 
She specialised in civil law, including Road 
Accident Fund matters, commercial work, 
deceased estates and land claim matters, 
while also having significant criminal 
experience. During her practice she often 
acted as a legal advisor to the Newcastle 
Municipality.

She served as a board member of the 
Legal Aid Board, as chairperson of the 
Uthuikela Water Board, a member of the 
executive committee of the Black Lawyers 
Association, PMB branch, and as a coun-
cillor of the KZN Law Society (as well as 
being an erstwhile vice-president) and the 
Law Society of South Africa. 

She has sat as a commissioner of the 
Small Claims Court in Newcastle, was a 
member of the Electoral Court during the 
1994 elections, and has been an acting 
judge of the KwaZulu-Natal High Court.

She also has been extensively involved 
in community work, being a former chair-
person of the Blaauwbosch Development 

Committee and the Rosary Healthcare 
Clinic, serving on the board of manage-
ment of St Anthony’s, a children’s home, 
and acting as a trustee of the Eyethu Trust.

Judge Johan Ploos Van 
Amstel

Judge Johan 
Ploos Van 
Amstel 
studied at the 
University 
of the Free 
State (BIuris), 
University of 
South Africa 
(LLB) and 
University 

of Natal (Dip Maritime Law).  He started 
practising at the Durban Bar in 1979 and 
took silk in 1991.  His practice focused 
on commercial, insurance, company, 
insolvency and maritime work.  He served 
on the Bar Council several times and was 
chairperson of the KwaZulu-Natal Bar in 
1997 and 1998. He was part of the first 
group of advocacy trainers that visited 
Gray’s Inn in London in 1996 and was 
chairperson of the National Advocacy 
Training Committee in 1996 and 1997. He 
is married to Lyn, a former member of the 
Durban Bar, who ran the national advo-
cacy training programme for a number of 
years.  

 

Judge Nompumelelo 
Radebe

Judge 
Nompumelelo 
Hazel Radebe 
matriculated 
at Dlangezwa 
High School 
in Empangeni. 
She com-
menced 
her tertiary 
education at 
the University 
of Zululand, 

where she obtained a Bachelor of 
Administration degree and an Honours 
degree in Economics. Judge Radebe was 

employed as an economics lecturer at the 
university’s Umlazi Campus while study-
ing for a BProc degree at Unisa.

Judge Radebe was admitted as an attor-
ney and commenced legal practice, trad-
ing under the name Nompumelelo Radebe 
& Company, on 2 May 1990. In addition 
to practising as an attorney and lecturing 
at the university until 2001 Judge Radebe 
also studied for and obtained an LLB at the 
University of Zululand.

She was appointed as a judge of the 
KwaZulu-Natal High Court with effect 
from  January 2011.

Judge Radebe has four children and 
is a dedicated member of the Anglican 
Church.

Hailing from an underprivileged, rural 
community in Bergville, KwaZulu-Natal, 
Judge Radebe is passionate about facili-
tating access to justice to the underprivi-
leged. She encourages young practitioners 
to seize every opportunity and have confi-
dence in their ability to achieve their goals.

Judge Rishi Seegobin

Judge Rishinand (Rishi) Seegobin matricu-
lated in 1977 at St Oswald High School in 
Newcastle. Thereafter he attended the 
University of Durban Westville, where he 
obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree and an 
LLB degree. His further academic quali-
fications include a Certificate in Labour 
Litigation, a Certificate in Constitutional 
Litigation and a Higher Diploma in Income 
Tax.

Judge Seegobin commenced practice as 
an advocate on 1 December 1984.  During 
the period 1989-1992 he conducted 
numerous political and human rights 
trials. He attained senior counsel status on 
1 May 2007.

In 1995, 1996 and 1997, Judge Seegobin 
sat as a commissioner of the Small Claims 
Court. He has also served as a member 
of the Special Board for the hearing of 
Income Tax Appeals.

Judge Seegobin worked to advance 
human rights in South Africa by serv-
ing as an active member of the National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers 
(NADEL), Lawyers for Human Rights, and 
Advocates for Transformation (AFT). At the 
time of his appointment to the judiciary, 
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Judge Seegobin was the chairperson of the 

Pietermaritzburg Society of Advocates and 

the deputy chairperson of the  Society of 

Advocates of KwaZulu-Natal.

He was appointed as an acting judge of 

the KwaZulu-Natal High Court for several 

sessions between 2000 to 2010.

He is married to Kalpana Seegobin who 

is a director at Mastross Incorporated and 

practises as an attorney, conveyancer and 

notary public. They have twin daugh-

ters, Reesha and Riona, both of whom 

are presently attending the University of 

KwaZulu- Natal.

Judge Malcolm Wallis

Judge Malcolm Wallis had a long and 

distinguished career at the Durban Bar. He 

was also chairperson of the GCB and the 

KZN Bar.  In 2009 he was elevated to the 

KZN Bench and this year he was appointed 

as a judge of the Supreme Court of Appeal.

During his brief time on the KZN Bench 

he wrote extensively and clearly in virtu-

ally every area of law. He also conducted 

himself in court with impeccable courtesy 

and understanding for the frailties of 

counsel.

Judge Wallis has made a significant con-

tribution to the profession and his eleva-

tion to the SCA is a great loss to the KZN 

legal fraternity.  We are certain that he will 

make a valuable contribution to the work 

of the SCA and we wish him well.   

By hENK hAVENGA SC

2011 Winter 
kombers-projek
Vir die derde agtereenvolgende jaar het die 
Pretoria-Balie weer gedurende die begin 
van die wintermaande geld ingesamel 
ten einde komberse aan straatmense 
en minderbevoorregtes in die Pretoria- 
middestad te verskaf. 

R35 000 is dié jaar ingesamel waarmee 
bykans ‘n 1 000 komberse aangekoop is. Die 
komberse is aan vyf organisasies oorhan-
dig wat dit versprei het. Die organisasies is: 
PEN, Bethesda Business Foundation, Huis 
Davidtsz, Dox Deo Inner City Campus en 
Echo Jeug Ontwikkeling

The winter is 
over
It is not all work and no play at the Circle 
Chambers. On 28 July 2011 the office 
manager arranged a Christmas Party in July 
for members and all staff. Cedric Puckrin 
SC was the logical choice to fulfil the 
Santa role and each member of the Circle 
Chambers received a welcome knitted 
beanie with the Circle Chambers logo 
on it. In the accompanying photograph 
Puckrin SC is assisted by the three elves, 
Cherise Van Coller, Karin Strydom and 
Lerato Maite. The menu included glüwein 
on arrival, a hot soup for a starter and an 
extravagant main course and hot dessert. 

A few weeks later the start of the rugby 
world cup was also celebrated in style with 
a breakfast at chambers with the opening 
ceremony being watched by all on the big 
screen.

World 
travelling staff 
member
Maria Tshabalala has provided than 20 
years service to the Pretoria Bar. She has 
come through the ranks from tea lady all 
the way to one of our main receptionists. 
When she turned 50 one of our office 
managers, Sue Pretorius, came up with 
the brilliant idea of assisting Maria to visit 
her son who is working in Europe and to 
undertake her first overseas trip ever. When 
members were requested to assist, the 
response was overwhelming and enough 
money was donated to get her there. 
Other contributions included travelling 
bags, holiday clothing and accessories to 
guarantee a trip for a lifetime. Maria kept 

us updated during her trip in September 
2011 with photographs from each leg of her 
journey through Egypt and Europe.

Waarnemende 
aanstellings
Die volgende lede het gedurende die derde 
termyn waargeneem as regters: Ben van 
den Heever SC, Nic Maritz SC, Bert Bam 
SC, James Goodey SC, Jan Hiemstra SC en 
IG Bredenkamp SC.   

In memoriam
Piet Kemp SC is op 26 September 2011 
oorlede. Ons innige simpatie aan sy gesin 
en vriende. 

Santa (Puckrin SC) assisted by the three elves, 
Cherise van Coller, Karin Strydom and Lerato 
Maite.

Across

1.  Take for the state (EXPROPRIATE)

2.  What you must do if you spoliate 
electricity (RECONNECT)

3.  Venerable treatise on free press 
(AREOPAGITICA)

4.  What you do in the amende 
honourable (APOLOGISE)

5.  Mass tort disease (ASBESTOSIS)

Down 

1.  Reduce in number (DECREASE)

2.  What you need to do to a nuisance 
(ABATE)

3.  Such evidence sounds more credible 
(SPONTANEOUS)

4.  Very much not the same (ANTITHESIS)

5.  What French families had to do in 
the 17th Century at the Cape (2,5) 
(BEDUTCH)
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