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In memoriam: the late Fikile Bam J
Media statement by Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng on
the passing of Judge Fikile Bam

‘His departure has left a vacuum at the Land Claims Court
and especially in the forum of Heads of Courts which will be
difficult to fill.’

Born in Tsolo in the Eastern Cape on 18 July 1937, Judge
President Bam graduated with a BA (Law) degree from the
University of Cape Town in 1960 after which he obtained the
B Proc LLB degrees from the University of South Africa in the
mid 70s.

He was admitted as an attorney in 1978. A tireless human
rights activist, Judge President Bam was also imprisoned at
various times in his life and spent time on Robben Island
between 1965 and 1975. He joined the Johannesburg Bar
in 1979 and was deported to the Transkei where he practised
as an advocate until 1985. In September 1985 he was
appointed as a director of the newly established Legal
Resources Centre in Port Elizabeth and was admitted as an
advocate in November 1985.

He sat on the Goldstone Commission during 1992–1993
and became a partner at Deneys Reitz between March 1994–
December 1995 where he concentrated on constitutional
litigation. He was also appointed as a member of the first
democratic SABC Board in 1993.

Paying tribute to Land Claims Court Judge President Fikile
Bam, Chief Justice Mogoeng said: ‘Judge President Bam’s
passing marks the end of an illustrious legal career that was
characterised by a selfless and tireless service in the defence
of the marginalised in the country.

‘As the judicial community we have lost not only a colleague
and a friend; but one of the most widely respected leaders in
the legal fraternity who left an indelible mark in our quest to
right the wrongs of the past in relation to land restitution.
Indeed, his scholarly prowess was unparalleled. On behalf
of the South African judiciary, may I take this opportunity to
offer my sincerest condolences to his wife Xoliswa, his children
and grandchildren and may they find strength during these
trying times.

‘At the time of his passing, “Bro Fiks” – as he was
affectionately known – had served as the Judge President of
the Land Claims Court for 15 years – the longest serving
judicial officer in this capacity. The national leadership of the
judiciary will sorely miss his sharp intellect, maturity and wealth
of experience together with his calmness and rich sense of
humour. Bro Fiks was a personification of an in-exhaustible
fountain of diplomacy and a well of wisdom from which the
leadership of the Judiciary always drew when faced with serious
national issues.
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Dumisa Ntsebeza SC from the Johannesburg Bar, Lucy Cornell, voice expert
from Sydney, and Gerrit Pretorius SC, of the Johannesburg Bar and chairman of
the GCB, enjoy a moment at the gala dinner.

were being promulgated by Parliament and interpreted by the
courts were more for the survival of a certain political party than
for the protection of human rights and peace and stability.

Coming as I do from this background, a workshop like the
GCB’s advanced advocacy course in Stellenbosch was quite
necessary. I did not take the training for granted. I took it seriously.
The workshop was very informative and educational.

I learnt practical skills on trial preparation, opening and
closing addresses, leading evidence and cross-examination,
among other things. The reviews of our performances were very
helpful in identifying what we needed to change. The suggested

solutions and demonstrations were perfect. It was also a privilege
to sit at the feet of some of the greatest legal and judicial minds
of South Africa, England and Australia, and to learn from them.

While in Stellenbosch, I called back to Zimbabwe and told a
colleague that when I returned to Zimbabwe my performance in
court would not be the same as before. I emphasised that this
was because of the skills that I was getting from the workshop,
which was imparting advocacy skills to me, which I did not yet
have.

Since Wallenberg, my performance as an advocate has
improved dramatically. I cannot wait for the next time.

Oba Nsugbe QC of the London Bar and Jannie van der Merwe of the Cape Bar.
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