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Transkei Bar
By Vusi Msiwa

Matiwane; Zolisa Nabela under the pupil
master, KD Qitsi and Mfundo Mhambi
whose master is MM Matyumza, will not
only increase the numbers but will also add
value to the profession of advocacy in
Transkei Bar.

At present we have two female advo-
cates. For purposes of gender represen-
tation, the Transkei Bar does everything in
its power, working together with the Faculty
of Law at University of Transkei, to en-
courage the students, in particular women,
to join the Bar on completion of their legal
studies. I am not able to attribute the poor
response to this state of affairs to either the
lack of interest in the students themselves
or to the lecturing staff for not encouraging
the students to opt for advocacy. My view is
that the students may not be that keen,
and this is compounded by the fact that
lecturers themselves do not encourage them
to consider joining the Bar. We still hope
to increase the number of advocates, and
in particular females.

The Transkei Bar is the only society of
advocates which is a predominantly black
society of advocates. Strangely though, few
acting appointments are drawn from its
ranks; for an example in 2011 only two
members were appointed to act in the
Transkei Division, namely PHS Zilwa and
PV Msiwa. Many other advocates of long
standing and experience are not being con-
sidered. Out of the nine acting appoint-
ments made in the Transkei Division only
PV Msiwa has been appointed to act. He

North West Bar
By John Stander

will act during the first term during the
month of March 2012.

It is well understood that it is the pre-
rogative of the Judge President to appoint
the acting judges. A concern is growing
however amongst the members because of
an historical trend that Transkei members
of the Bar have in the past been sidelined,
in favour of other people outside the Eastern
Cape Bars and on other levels. The Transkei
Bar has other competent and deserving
advocates who should be considered to act
as judges. This is a matter which will be
discussed between and addressed by the
Transkei Bar and the Judge President.

A mind boggling question is how, for
true transformation to be seen to be done,
can the exclusion of members of Transkei
Bar from adding value in the Transkei Divi-
sion or broader South Africa, be justified.
The competence and prowess of members
of the Transkei Bar in their court work are
legendary and well recognised beyond the
boundaries of the erstwhile Transkei. Some
members who had been afforded the
opportunity to act have ultimately been
elevated to the highest courts of the land
as judges.

As experience on the Bench is a consi-
deration for one to become a permanent
judge, the challenge facing those vested
with power to ensure that a constitutional
imperative (transformation) is championed
and discharged, is to afford the advocates
of this Bar the opportunity to act. Judges
are not born judges; they are trained and
such should not be done at the exclusion
of advocates of this Bar or by favouring a
chosen few as has been the case in the
past.

also present. We echo the sentiments and
wishes expressed by Premier Thandi Modise
at the dinner and again extend our con-
gratulations to both the new Chief Justice
and the Judge President.

Two new practitioners have joined our
Bar – Pieter Smit and Danielle Smit (no
relative) who successfully completed their
pupillage with this Bar in 2011. Another
successful pupil, Lia van der Westhuizen,
has joined the Pretoria Bar.

Ernest Mmolawa has rejoined our Bar

after a period serving as magistrate and
regional magistrate.

We note with regret the passing of the
late Judge Edgar Anthony Tweedie Smith
who was a judge in this division for several
years during the eighties and nineties. Tony,
to his friends, was a gentleman, displaying
courteous patience in court which few could
rival. He also had a brilliant wit. This Assoc-
iation offers its condolences to his wife and
family. A memorial sitting of this division has
been arranged in honour of Judge Smith.

The membership of the Transkei Bar has
grown with an addition of two new mem-
bers who passed their pupillage in 2011
and joined the Bar this year. They are Kwezi
Mququ and Ms Zintle Ncalo. This brings
the total number of Transkei Society of
Advocates to 29 members.

Although the advocates are not prac-
tising under one roof, something much
desirable, the Transkei Bar is able to run
its affairs in a competent and efficient
manner like any other Bar in the country.

On 1 December 2011 the executive
committee of the Society organised the
annual Bar dinner of the year, which was
attended by retired judges, amongst them,
Judge Colin White, senior judges and
many judges of the Transkei Division.

Amongst judges who kept us joyous and
elated was Judge Colin White who re-
counted most of his court life and social
experience in Transkei in an ecstatic man-
ner. His unforgettable story is his experience
with ‘Igqwalashu’ at Port St Johns when
he was on a walk with his wife.

The Bar dinner was a remarkable event
resonating with a true rainbow nation cha-
racter with everyone sharing jokes in an
open and a relaxed atmosphere. What an
august and auspicious occasion it was.

Court experiences were shared equally
with senior judges, judges and advocates,
both senior and junior,

We commence 2012 with a glimmer of
hope that the intake of the three pupils
namely, Mbulelo Mneno, mentored by JM

On 17 November 2011 the Premier of the
North West Province, Ms Thandi Modise,
hosted a gala dinner at the Mmabatho
Convention Centre in recognition of the
achievements and ‘elevation to the highest
judicial positions’ of the newly appointed
Chief Justice and also the first ever female
Judge President, Ms Monica M Leeuw.

By all reports the occasion was an
auspicious one with many dignitaries from
all walks of life and office attending. Mem-
bers of the North West Bar Association were
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