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Free State Bar
By Henriette Murray

Bench. Of those, three FS Bar members,
Johann Daffue SC, Peter Fischer SC and
Henriette Murray, and two FS attorneys, Liz
Kubushi and Lepono Lekale, made the
shortlist to be grilled by the JSC in the
October 2011 interviews in Cape Town.

New judges
The Bar is proud of the two successful
candidates, Johann Daffue SC, leader of
the FS Bar for the past two years, and
Lepono Lekale, director of Matsepes Inc and
former acting chairperson of the Black
Lawyers Association of the FS, both of
whom are distinguished members of the
Free State legal fraternity.

Judge JohannJudge JohannJudge JohannJudge JohannJudge Johann
Daffue:Daffue:Daffue:Daffue:Daffue: Johann
Daffue was born in
Kimberley on 25
June 1957. He
grew up in the
Southern Free State,
went to school in
Reddersburg and
spent the last three
years of his school

career at Grey College, Bloemfontein,
where he matriculated in 1974. He held
provincial colours in rugby and athletics,
was the recipient of the Louis Esselen Cup
for outstanding achievement in sport and
academics and in 1976 played for the SA
u/19 rugby team. He has maintained his
love of sport and has completed, inter alia,
thirteen Cape Argus Cycle Tours, three 94.7
cycle races and several half marathons.
Judge Daffue graduated from the Uni-
versity of the Free State with a BProc in 1979
and was admitted as attorney, notary and
conveyancer in February 1980. In 1981 he
obtained his LLB degree, followed by an
LLM and an MBA, and practised as an
attorney until he joined the Bloemfontein
Bar where he took chambers in December
1989. He practised as an advocate for 22
years. In April 2009 he took silk. He served
on the Bar Council for several terms and
as leader from April 2010 up to his appoint-
ment to the Bench. He was a member of
the Grey College governing body and chair-
ed the Free State Rugby Union judicial
committee for several years.

He is married to Adv Belinda Daffue
and the couple has two sons, Handré, a
chartered accountant married to Lindie, and
Ruan, an MEng student at Stellenbosch
University.

Judge LeponoJudge LeponoJudge LeponoJudge LeponoJudge Lepono
Lekale:Lekale:Lekale:Lekale:Lekale: Lepono
Lekale is Free State
born and bred. He
matriculated from
Thotagauta Secon-
dary School in
Welkom in 1983
and obtained his
BProc from the
University of Fort
Hare in 1989, col-

lecting ‘best student’ and ‘best law un-
dergraduate’ awards from both institutions.
From UNISA he subsequently obtained an
LLM degree in Labour Law in 2005 and an
LLM in Tax Law in 2009. Since April 2011
he has served as external moderator for
the LLM: Labour Law Module at the
University of the Free State. Judge Lekale
was admitted as an attorney in 1992,
served his articles with RV Matsepe & Co,
stayed on as professonal assistant and in
1998 became a director of Matsepe &
Lekale Inc, now known as Matsepes Inc.
He has served as an executive member of
the BLA FS in various capacities since 2002,
inter alia as treasurer since 2006 and as
acting chairperson from 2009 to 2010.
During the latter part of his career he
focused especially on labour dispute
resolution, tax law and constitutional law.
He has served as a member of the school
governing bodies of the Maremaphofu
Primary School as well as the Tlholohelo
Public School and as advisor to community
legal advice centres in Hoopstad and
Welkom.

He was a part-time senior commissioner
with the CCMA, served on the panel of
conciliators and arbitrators of various
bargaining councils, and was inter alia a
member of the Transport Appeal Tribunal
and the chairperson of the Tax Board and
the Water Tribunal.

He is married, with two children: a 19-
year old daughter, Palesa, and a 12-year
old son, Katleho Lerato.

The Free State Bar has welcomed three new
members: Steven Rautenbach, formerly
legal adviser to the Mangaung Local Mu-
nicipality, Johan Olivier, formerly of Honey
Attorneys, and Anton Roux, formerly of
Moroka Attorneys, who all took chambers
on 1 January 2012. Two former members,
Ilse van Rhyn who rejoined the Bar on 1
November 2010 after a long absence, and
Bernard Bantjes who has relocated to
Bloemfontein after seven years at the Pre-
toria Bar where he was involved in the so-
called Boeremag Trial, are also welcomed.

Five new pupils commenced their
pupillage on 16 January, namely Dustin
Thompson, an attorney with Legal Wise,
André Berry, a legal advisor at Telkom,
Mothusi Lepheana, the provincial manager
(Free State) of the SA Human Rights Com-
mission, Mathealira Mopeli, a public prose-
cutor from Puthadithjaba and Nico Dreyer,
a director of Honey Attorneys, Bloemfontein.

The Bar also, with regret, had to say
farewell to several members: two long-time
colleagues, Martin Moller and Bertie Fourie,
who, after 26 years and 21 years, re-
spectively, decided to step out of their black
robes and into the full-time pursuit of their
former rather unique hobbies. Martin now
patiently and painstakingly, and with great
passion, restores violins to their former glory
(as he formerly did, simply for the love of
it), while Bertie, who has been crafting Bon-
sais and carving beautiful pen-sets from
various indigenous woods, has now de-
cided to spread his wings and start a factory
to fashion headboards on order for stores
around the country. One junior colleague,
Altus Kitching, exchanged the Free State
plains for Jo’burg’s bustle and vibe, while
Anna-Retha Bester (Olivier) finally suc-
cumbed to the lure of the fairest Cape where
she is now happily ensconced in her cham-
bers with THE view of all views (enough to
make us all green with envy): none other
than Table Mountain itself, of course.

Five of our silks held acting appoint-
ments in 2011: Peter Fischer SC, Peet van
Rooyen SC, Jimmy Claasen SC, Paul
Zietsman SC and Johann Daffue SC.

And just to show that the Free State is
not such a bad place after all: no fewer
than 22 applicants from all over the country
vied for the two vacancies on the Free State


