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and it was game on. Smittie hit 19 con-
summate runs followed by Cooke’s im-
passioned batting (no doubt in defense of
his abalone fishermen) and in two con-
secutive balls, drove fours past square leg.
Cooke’s batting is the equal of AB de
Villiers, and he succumbed only to a superb
match-winning catch in the covers, the
fielder taking it at ankle height. Ross once
again showed why he had earned two blues
at Oxford, and Roy matched de Wet in
hitting straight sixes to top score with 27.

All the while, our players ignored
Pretoria’s heckling and sledging. At 100
for six, our run rate was right there until
the end with Anwar Albertus and Lee
Bozalek chasing the game above 6 to the
over. Finally, we managed 139 in the chase.

Pretoria lived up to their Blue Bulls
reputation and trounced us, but this did
not stop them letting out a howl of judicial
dissent aimed at their own umpire. The said

umpire, a pupil of the captain, gave his
master out LBW on 97. It was duly an-
nounced at tea that the young man was to
begin pupilage at the Cape Bar forthwith,
starting Monday morning. Nonetheless, the
dispute was more judiciously handled than
it might have been by one WG Grace (who
evidently did not live up to his name). Grace
had a reputation for disagreeing with the
umpire and intimidating him. On one
occasion, WG went after a fielder who had
caused the umpire to give him out ‘flou-
rishing his bat over his head as though he
was going to fell him. So of course the
umpire stood there utterly intimidated, gave
him not out and he went on to make a
hundred. Well, that was WG …’  (per BBC’s
The Best Views from the Boundary, Test
Match Special’s Greatest Interviews (Corin-
thian Books, 2010)).

As the game drew to a close, the ka-
meeldoorn was smoking and inch-thick

lamb cuts were sizzling. Many thanks to
Smittie and Lourens from Pretoria for taking
over the braaing. Pretoria took home both
trophies. As a reminder that as cricketing
advocates, we ‘trap in diep spore’, I donated
Clive van Ryneveld’s Reminiscences and
Reflections of a 20th Century All Rounder,
to the Pretoria Bar library. Not that all of
us have such a heritage, excluding Spud
of course, who emulated Clive v R in playing
cricket for Oxford. As the shadows deep-
ened, we enjoyed watching Melunsky and
Cooke, proud fathers, coaching the next
generation. We trust the little fellas (now
aged between 3 and 7) will want to replace
their infant football jerseys with cricketing
whites in the future.

Thank you to the Pretoria Bar for touring
‘in die Kaap’. We look forward to their
hosting us in the September holidays, and
hope that we can contest both trophies at
the Oppenheimer Oval.

The first public lecture by Chief Justice
Mogoeng Mogoeng (the CJ) was hosted
by the Western Cape chapter of Advocates
for Transformation (AFT) in conjunction with
the University of the Western Cape (UWC)
at the Life Sciences Centre, UWC campus,
on 14 October 2011. The lecture theatre
was filled to capacity by lawyers and judges.

It was noteworthy, remarked the CJ, that
he was asked to deliver his first public
lecture in Cape Town, the city where he
had recently undergone what has, else-
where, been dubbed as the most gruelling
interview for any public (or even private)
post. He referred to the interview as ‘very
unique.’ Apart from that link with the city,
he observed that the Cape was the gateway
through which, centuries ago, a foreign
legal system was superimposed on South
Africa. He noted that that legal system
brought with it some racially (and other-
wise) discriminatory laws and institutions
which supported and sustained colonialism
and later apartheid. However, and most
importantly, he highlighted that the Con-
stitution which brought about a decisive
break from the institutionalised injustices
of the past and which forms the bedrock of
the present constitutional and democratic
state was adopted in Cape Town.

The CJ stressed the constitutional im-
perative to bring about transformation in
the legal system and the judiciary to the
extent that they should reflect the values
which underpin the constitutional and
democratic era. He pointed out that for the
legal system to permeate all spheres of
South African life and for it to be ap-
preciated by all sectors of society it had to
also address the needs of those in rural
areas as well as the poor, whoconstitute
the majority in our country. He suggested
the establishment of community courts,
traditional courts and small claims courts
in areas where they are needed and where
the majority of people are situated. Further-
more, he asserted that ‘the selection of
judicial officers and the other functionaries
within the justice system is of paramount
importance’ in order to achieve the required
transformation and enhance service de-
livery.

He stated that ‘[I]t is important that the
passion to serve, even the poor, must be
factored into the selection process of judicial
officers.’ He added that candidates for
judicial appointment must have ‘a com-
mitment to the service of all South Africans.’
Moreover, that udicial appointees must
manifestly enhance access to justice and

improved court efficiency. The CJ em-
phasised that the pool of legal practitioners
from which acting and permanent judges
are appointed must be enhanced such that
it truly reflects South Africa’s rich human
diversity. In this regard he called on the
advocates’ and attorneys’ professions to
‘focus on the training and exposure of
young (practitioners) to the type and level
of experience that would put them on track
to judicial appointment.’ He called on the
state ‘to increase the number of briefs that
it gives to transformation candidates within
the profession’ in order to achieve this goal.
He added that ‘with the amount of complex
and high-profile cases in which the state is
annually involved, this small step alone
could go a long way towards promoting a
transformed pool from which judicial
appointments can be made.’ He also high-
lighted training for aspirant judicial officers,
orientation of newly appointed judicial
officers as well as continuing judicial
education.

Furthermore, he encouraged those
accomplished members of the judiciary and
the wider legal profession to share their
knowledge and transfer their skills within
South African borders and to give some of
their time towards improving academic
standards at previously disadvantaged
universities.

The CJ concluded by saying that ‘all
members of the legal profession are
enjoined to contribute towards the process
of judicial transformation’ and commended
AFT for taking initiatives which are aimed
at the ‘realisation of transformation.’

Building a transformed judiciary in
post-apartheid South Africa:
prospects and challenges
Report by Thembalihle Sidaki, member of the Cape Bar
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