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Johannesburg Bar
By Kameshni Pillay

The Johannesburg Bar’s
bi-annual dinner

On 15 October 2011 the Johannesburg
Bar hosted its glittering bi-annual dinner
which was held in honour of the late Ad-
vocate Duma Nokwe. Duma Nokwe be-
came a member of the Johannesburg Bar
on 9 March 1956.

Apart from the exquisitely turned out
members of the Johannesburg Bar, the
dinner was also attended by former Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki, Mrs Nosizwe Nokwe-
Macamo, daughter of Duma Nokwe, and
Mr Andries Nel, Deputy Minister of Justice
and Constitutional Development.

Also present were members of the
judiciary, including the Deputy Judge
President of the South Gauteng High
Court, justices of the Constitutional Court
and Supreme Court of Appeal and other
judges of the High Court.

The erstwhile chairperson of the Jo-
hannesburg Bar Council, Roshan Bedhesi

Judge Roland Sutherland: Judge Roland Sutherland: Judge Roland Sutherland: Judge Roland Sutherland: Judge Roland Sutherland: Roland Ter-
ence Sutherland took up a position on the
Bench of the South Gauteng High Court
on 30 January 2012.

Judge Sutherland was born in 1951 in
Springs. He showed an interest in the law
from an early age. At age 17, after matri-
culating, he started working as a clerk in

the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court,
eventually rising to the level of regional
court prosecutor and state advocate after
obtaining his LLB.

Judge Sutherland joined the Johan-
nesburg Society of Advocates as a pupil in
1977. In October 1995 he was granted
silk. He has, throughout his career at the
Bar, been extensively involved in the
governance and leadership of the Bar. In
the year 1998/1999 he was elected
chairperson of the Bar Council. During his
year of chairmanship of the Bar Council,
he championed the idea of a legal precinct
around the Johannesburg High Court
aimed to ensure the safety of those
attending the court and in so doing, pre-
serving accessibility of the High Court to
ordinary citizens. In 1999, and at the end
of his term as chairperson of the Johan-
nesburg Bar Council, he was elected the
deputy chairperson of the GCB and chair-
person of the finance committee of the GCB.
He remained chairperson of the finance
committee of the GCB until he was
appointed to the Bench. He has served on

various subcommittees of the Bar Council;
and he was chairman of the Special
Housing Committee that investigated a
possible move of the Bar from the city centre
to Sandton. It was he that introduced the
concept of two nodes (one in town and one
in Sandton) instead of a total and singular
move from Johannesburg town to Sandton.
He has also served in several legal organi-
sations and law clinics.

Judge Sutherland has been involved in
the development and training of junior
advocates both at the Bridge Group and
generally within the Johannesburg Society
of Advocates. He was behind the change
of the name of Group 444 to Bridge
Group. The new name reflected his hope
that the Group would be a bridge between
the Sandton and the town nodes and would
retain the integrity of the Johannesburg Bar
as one entity. Since 1997 Judge Sutherland
has on many occasions acted on both the
Benches of the High Court and the Labour
Court. He has served as both a presiding
officer and as legal counsel in over 70
reported cases.

Challenge to the
President’s power to
confer the status of
senior counsel

In an application brought in the North
Gauteng High Court, an advocate
challenged the power of the President
of the Republic of South Africa to confer
the status of senior counsel (silk) on
practising advocates.

The court upheld* the applicant’s
argument that the practice followed by
successive Presidents since 27 April
1994, when the interim Constitution
came into force, of conferring silk status
on advocates who have been
nominated and recommended to the
President by their relevant governing
bodies for the conferment of silk, does
not fall within the power of the President
to confer constitutional honours.

Following this judgment, the GCB
and the Johannesburg Bar have issued
a joint press statement indicating that
it is probable that they will oppose the
confirmation of the order and appeal
against the order.

* See Pretoria Scociety of Advocates & Others v
Geach & Others 2011 (6) SA 441 (GNP).

SC, in his opening remarks, paid tribute
to Duma Nokwe for the intellectual that he
was, for his substantial contribution to our
freedom and for his decency, humanity and
sacrifice to achieve justice.

Bedhesi SC paid further tribute to Duma
Nokwe for possessing the courage and
tenacity to seek equal membership to the
Johannesburg Bar at a time when it was
almost impossible for a black advocate to
attain such equality. The highlight of the
evening was the keynote address by former
President Mbeki. Another powerful address
was delivered by Patric Mtshaulana SC, the
former chairperson of the GCB and former
Group Leader of Duma Nokwe Group of
Advocates. Excepts from these speeches
appear on page 27.

By all accounts, the dinner was a
resounding success and a fitting tribute to
an icon of the liberation struggle.

Judicial appointment


