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Having read the second edition of The
National Credit Act Explained, I can
understand why Du Plessis (2007 Sep-
tember De Rebus 68) described the first
edition as ‘a must for every practitioner.’
The second edition is exactly that, and more.
Why I say ‘more’ is that the book is written
in a manner that will be easily understood
not only by practitioners but by other

persons who wish to understand the
workings of this, at times, confusing Act.

The authors have taken this lengthy
piece of legislation and comprehensively
dealt with it in 137 pages.

Excellent cross-referencing of related
sections of the Act are found throughout
the book – one example relates to the duties
of credit providers, whose duties are
referred to in more than twelve sections/
sub-sections of the Act. These cross-
references (or ‘summaries’) are invaluable
for the reader.

Where the Act is criticised by the authors,
it is difficult to disagree with the criticism.
Often, a practical solution is suggested (for

example, the use of a wide interpretation
of certain words contained in the Act), as
was done when section 102(1)(e) was dealt
with. Where legislative amendments are
suggested, they are well motivated.

It is not usual for any lawyer to admit
any shortcoming in their professional life –
it is regarded as ‘professional suicide’. I
assume this risk and hereby state that,
before I read this book, I struggled with
understanding many of the sections of the
National Credit Act. A reading of this book
changed that. Where I still struggle with
certain sections, I now know that the
authors (at least) share my struggle.
• T• T• T• T• Terrence Seeryerrence Seeryerrence Seeryerrence Seeryerrence Seery, Durban Bar

A

Legal Crossword
Number 17
Clues
Across
1 They facilitate forensic communication
2 A coda to an insurance policy
3 The State taketh
4 Excluded from court days
5 The art of advocacy

Down
1 Oft unacknowledged court staff member
2 They rule the courts everywhere
3 Fuel for trials
4  Compulsory for motor-cyclist
5 What we do while making submissions

Answers on page 52

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The flipping gavel
David Borgström, Cape Bar

The ‘Fly on the wall ...’ column in the April 2012
issue of the Advocate criticised the Department
of Justice for emblazoning one of its recent
documents with a picture of a gavel, and
suggested that the GCB should issue a press

release advising the people of South Africa that
‘... once and for all. There is no flipping gavel.’
This would be a good idea, save for the fact that
the homepage of the GCB’s website (sabar.co.za)
is headed with a picture of a gavel lying on top
of an inverted image of the US Constitution. This
is all overlaid with the strap-line ‘Access to
Excellence’. Maybe we should start with more
modest objectives, such as attention to detail and
consistency. A
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