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Judge Ashton
Schippers
Judge Ashton Schip-
pers is one of the West-
ern Cape High Court’s
most recent appointees.
His career at the Cape
Bar began in 1993
after he had completed

his second LLM at Harvard University – the
first having been conferred by the University
of Cape Town in 1988 – on a Fulbright
Scholarship award, and practised law as
an attorney in Washington DC.

His public law background saw him
feature as counsel in some seminal cases:
Grootboom – which he views as his most
challenging (on socio-economic rights),
Mohamed (deportation/extradition) and

UDM (on political floor-crossing). Now that
he is on the Bench, he sees it as his duty to
ensure that constitutional principles and
rights are upheld, particularly the rights of
victims and children.

Judge Schippers took silk in 2004 and
held the position of vice chairperson of the
Cape Bar that year, which was followed by
election to chair and leader of the Cape
Bar for the following two years. From 1998
to 2011 he completed several appoint-
ments as acting judge on the Western Cape
High Court Bench. He was nominated by
the chairperson of Advocates for Transfor-
mation and is the first black silk from the
Cape Bar to secure permanent judicial
appointment here. Always outspoken on
the topics of briefing patterns and trans-
formation while counsel, he believes that

the transformation of the judiciary, while
on track, is a still a slow process, parti-
cularly as pertains to black women.

While dedicating countless hours to his
practice as counsel, Ashton Schippers, the
person, remained married and, with the
assistance of his wife, raised two children –
both of whom have chosen to follow a path
in commerce and business rather than law.
He is an avid cyclist who has not missed an
Argus Tour since 1999. On being asked
how he finds the time to dedicate to cycling,
he responded that he is blessed to require
very little sleep and that he uses his early-
morning bike sessions as both stress-relief
and thinking time. He also feels blessed to
have been afforded the opportunities he has
been presented with and is not ashamed to
state that he is a firm believer in God.

Johannesburg Bar

Advocates from Maisels Group (Sandton)
are known for their tenacity in the courts,
but perhaps not on the course. Well, that
all changed on Friday, 18 January 2013,
when five four-balls set out to brave the
suddenly unfortunate and considerably
anti-golfing conditions at Killarney Country
Club. Inclement is one way of putting it;
putting it, indeed, was sometimes impos-
sible …

The Maisels Group (Closed) Annual
Championship was last held in 2002. Then
won by (the very baby junior, with obviously
more time on his hands than now) Greg
Amm, this time Clinton McAslin took the
honours, with 36 Stableford points, foll-
owed by Adam Laser (35) and Michele
Gioia (34). The Longest Drive was won by
Michele, and Closest The Pin was taken by
George Steyn. Dean Whittington has asked
us not to say who had The Longest Day,
so we won’t. The Pink Ball competition was
won by team McAslin, Panayiotis Stais, and

Eben Serfontein. (Their fourth, Lou du Ples-
sis, withdrew at the last minute; it is purely
speculative, of course, that this may have
reduced their chances of losing the pink
ball …)

Duties of MC at the prize-giving fell to
Schalk Aucamp – actually, the appointment
was self-assumed. A moment’s reflection
brings the reason for this clearly into focus,
for his apportioning of ‘fines’ – Mexican
omelettes, by the way – was handled in a
generous and most unselfish manner.
Gerald Farber, guest of honour and group
leader, left just in time … The snacks were
great, the crack was better (cf Gaelic for
‘humour’, not what you were thinking) but
nothing beat the golf. And a polite chal-
lenge is cast to other groups …

From left to right: Mike Cochrane; Harmen van Beek;
Fanie du Plessis; Dean Whittington; Eben Serfontein;
Panayiotis Stais; Owen Salmon; Clinton McAslin;
Nico Horn; Wayne Pocock; Rudi Robinson;
Adrian Reyneke; George Steyn; Adam Laser;
Gian Louw and Bradley Anderson.
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Maisels Group Golf Day
By Owen Salmon
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