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In 1994, Clive Cohen SC took over the
helm, a role he fulfilled until 2006. Since
then, the role of group leader has been
rotated among the senior silks. Willem van
der Linde SC, Arnold Subel SC and cur-
rently, Alistair Franklin SC, have led the
group.

In 1997, as part of a general trend at
the Johannesburg Bar, the group moved
from its position directly opposite what is
now the South Gauteng High Court. This
move was, like for the rest of the Bar, a
dramatic one. In Sandton, it honoured its
illustrious former leader who had passed
away three years earlier by naming its new
home Rex Welsh House.

Advocates Group 621 is proud to count
among its alumni many eminent silks and
judges, also of the Supreme Court of Ap-
peal and the Constitutional Court. Among
its current members are some of the most
accomplished advocates practising in South
Africa today.

But no-one associated with the group
has managed to pull off a feat quite like
that of Harold Kronson, who served as the
group’s clerk or administrator to the group
for a staggering seventy-four years. In his
welcoming speech at the centenary dinner,
Franklin SC quite aptly described Kronson’s
as ‘an unprecedented achievement in the
annals of employment endurance.’

The South Gauteng Bar Council’s in-
itiative to support the South African Ju-
dicial Education Institute took a further
step forward on 24 January 2013 at a
meeting of the curriculum committee of
the council.

Chaired by retired Constitutional Court
Justice Yvonne Mokgoro, and having
Supreme Court Justice of Appeal Carol
Lewis on the curriculum committee, it
discussed with the writer:
• convening a conference in early 2014

on the topic of judicial education;
• a collation of the conference papers

as a loose-leaf publication to be re-
gularly updated;

• a focus on training acting judges in
the High Court.

A decision from General Council of the
South African Institute of Judicial Educa-
tion is to be made on the Johannesburg
Bar’s initiative in early March and, if all
goes well, a working committee compri-

sing representatives of the Bar, the aca-
demics, including a person with expe-
rience in collation and editing of avail-
able materials, a representative of the at-
torneys’ profession, the magistracy and
the Bench would be the next step. The
role of the Johannesburg Bar in this in-
itiative is to provide energy, ideas and
labour via volunteers. Those interested
in volunteering to assist in this initiative
are requested to contact the writer at
lmorison@law.co.za.

Johannesburg Bar’s support for judicial education
By Les Morison SC

In the November 1995 edition of Con-
sultus, the forerunner of Advocate, Kron-
son, then still at the group, wrote:

‘I was 17 and working in a country store

in the small Free State town of Rosendal

when I read in a three-day old copy of

The Star that a group of advocates in

Johannesburg required a male short-

hand writer/bookkeeper. I left imme-

diately for Johannesburg and two days

later I was interviewed by Stallard KC.

On 1 July 1922, I started work.’

A century worth of lever-arch files later,
Group 621 endeavours to continue playing
a central role in South African justice.

Schalk Burger SC, guest of honour and guest speaker Sir Sydney Kentridge, Judge Edwin Cameron,
Peter Solomon SC, Jeremy Gauntlett SC and Judge Conradie.

Sasa Fako and Mmusi Seape having a ball at the
Group 621 centenary dinner.
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