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LexisNexis sponsorship
By Thami Ncongwane SC, chairman
of the Pretoria Bar and AFT Pretoria

With the approval from the GCB and the
backing by the Pretoria Bar Council, AFT
Pretoria was mandated to proceed to con-
clude a sponsorship deal with LexisNexis
as a transformation project for newly quali-
fied advocates.

I became involved in the discussions
with LexisNexis from early 2012 which dis-
cussions culminated in LexisNexis agreeing
to provide support for thirty four newly
qualified advocates to set up their practices
by ensuring that some of the initial costs
are sponsored for the first twelve months
after admission to a constituent Bar. The
sponsorship programme is in the form of
a free access platinum package of My
LexisNexis, the online legal research, a lap-
top computer and 3G access through a
cellular network service.

The programme is to run for a period
of 12 months, during which the outright
purchase of the laptop or notebook com-
puter, My LexisNexis subscription costs and
3G access, be limited to 1 Gb per month
are fully borne by LexisNexis. The value of
the sponsorship is approximately R44 000
per recipient.

The initial roll-out of the programme
has already occurred at the Pretoria, Johan-
nesburg, Cape Town and Durban Bars. It
is envisaged that the other constituent Bars
will be covered during next year’s roll out.
The requirements for the selection of can-
didates are the following:
• all participants must be previously dis-

advantaged individuals (PDI’s);
• all should be South African citizens with

The first group of 68 advocates and four
pupils in the Scottish Chambers moved into
Circle Chambers at Brooklyn Bridge during
October 2007. When the lease agreement
was renegotiated with the landlord during
2012, an additional 730 m2 was leased to
expand the Circle Chambers group.

The following advocates were accom-
modated on the new floor in September
2012 – Karin Alheit, Mothepane Boikanyo,
Nick de Jager, Charl de Villiers, Neil du

a valid form of identification;
• the award must be on academic merit,

the General Council of the Bar or au-
thorised examining authority to confirm
academic merit;

• all candidates must be newly admitted
members of the Bar and attached to a
chamber of advocates;

• all 3G charges for usage beyond the
1Gb data usage will be for the users’
account.

To me the sponsorship is an important
achievement and it will tremendously con-
tribute to transformation of our profession

The junior members who received the sponsorship. They are, standing from left to right: Stone Sape,
Tsungai Phehane, Thabo Hlokwe, Simóne Webster, Safdar Hussein-Yousuf, Muneer Rabaney, Joe Resenga,
Babalwa Nodada, Sonto Chimbuzi and Happy Mpshe. (Ruth Mudau was not present for the photograph).
Seated: Thami Ncongwane SC (chairman AFT Pretoria), McCaps Motimele SC (GCB vice chair), Thabo
Molefe (sales & marketing director, LexisNexis) and Abraham Louw SC (outgoing chairman, Pretoria Bar).

and enable the recipients to render excellent
legal service.

I am grateful for this generous gesture
from LexisNexis. The assistance provided
to our junior members will in no doubt in-
fuse new energy into our junior colleagues
and will go a long way to lessen the burden
and reduce the frustration that comes with
setting up a new practice. The sponsorship
also allows the recipients to access the
invaluable My LexisNexis online research
tool.

It is my sincere wish that the programme
be continued in the coming years and also
be extended to the other Bars. A

Toit, Jacques Eastes, Alex Ellis, Pat Ellis SC,
Annemé Greyling Thabo Hlokwe, Albert
Lamey, Ruan Maré, Lisle Mboweni, Vil-
joen Meijers, Jan Möller, Happy Mpshe,
Babalwa Nodada, Rohannda Oosthuizen,
Muneer Rabaney, Conrad Richard, Hélène
Snyman, Adrian Thompson, Gideon van
der Westhuizen and Chanel van Schalkwyk.

The Circle Chambers group now
consists of 90 advocates and four pupils
in the Scottish Chambers.

In addition to the much sought after
arbitration facilities already in use at Circle,
a further mediation/arbitration room with
two ‘Break-away’ rooms and a consultation
room were added to Circle Chambers.

Since the inception of Circle Chambers the
following judges were appointed from its
members – Judge Ronel Tolmay, Judge
Billy Mothle, Judge Johan Louw and Judge
Dawie Fourie.

Circle Chambers in Brooklyn expands
and produces judges
By Henk Havenga SC
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