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The late Judge President Mockie Friedman,
as he was commonly known, was born on
29 March 1927 at Witbank. He practised
as an advocate at the Johannesburg Bar
and took silk in 1978.  He was elevated to
the Bench in the then Supreme Court of
Bophuthatswana on 1 February 1988.  He
was subsequently, on 1 February 1993, ap-
pointed as acting Chief Justice in this court
and later, in the new dispensation, became
the Judge President of this division until
his retirement in 2002. He died in
November 2012 and is survived by his wife,
Daphne, a former attorney, and three
children.

Many of us had the opportunity of ap-
pearing before him.  We later also had the
opportunity of serving under him as our
Judge President.  We cherished his in- depth
knowledge of the law and we greatly ad-
mired his skill in judgment writing, his
quality judgments and leading this division
with distinction.

As a colleague, he was a competent
leader and jurist who earned respect
amongst his colleagues and was highly
regarded by them in that position.  A man
who had a high sense of humour and was
very passionate about sports, especially
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international soccer.  He was actually our
daily sports commentator at the common
room.

Judge Leeuw included an eulogy pre-
pared by his daughters, Ann and Hazell,
into the record. This a shortened and edited
version of the eulogy:

‘At his funeral in November we, as his child-
ren were reminded of what an extraordinary
man he was. We were regaled by family
and friends with anecdotes about his child-
hood and youth in Witbank, his accom-
plishments at university, his leonine leader-
ship of the Zionist Socialist party, sartorial
elegance, wicked wit, his accomplishments
as a raconteur and as an orator; …  his
expertise on diverse subjects ranging from
Jewish philosophy and military history to
boxing and football. Then of course there
was his monumental contribution to the
Great Park Synagogue as chairman. His
legacy is also that of a devoted father, loyal
friend, who together with his beautiful,
brilliant wife Daphne, filled many lives with
robust discourse, fabulous food and con-
viviality, during his tenure in Mmabatho.

‘The most searing conflicts of our be-
loved, resilient and often unspeakably cruel

country have been mediated by law. Law
maintained oppression, legitimised it. And
law was used to fight against it. Gandhi
came to South Africa as a lawyer, Nelson
Mandela and Oliver Tambo were lawyers,
Bram Fischer was a lawyer. Joe Slovo –
our dad’s roommate at Wits university and
fellow-poker player – was a lawyer; not to
mention other legal luminaries, who are
still alive, like George Bizos …

‘And he was part of the world’s first
negotiated revolution – to quote esteemed
Justice Albie Sachs. As Chief Justice of the
so-called independent homeland of Bop-
huthatswana – our father was at the coal-
face of that tumultuous transition to de-
mocracy, initially presided over by Madiba,
the world’s greatest revolutionary-turned
statesman.

‘He was part of judicial system that epi-
tomised the best of our post-apartheid
times. And he maintained the belief that a
brutalised country can heal, that scars can
fade, that reconciliation is possible and
prosperity for all its people an imperative.
His era has passed and that of his con-
temporaries is nearing the end. But, hope-
fully, his dream – that justice shall always,
ultimately, prevail – will live on.’

On a sad note I wish to report the passing
of a former Judge President of the North
West High Court, the late Morris Woolf
Friedman, in November 2012.

A memorial sitting of the North West
High Court was held on 7 February 2013
in his honour.

Presided over by the present Judge
President and all the judges of this division,
the memorial was well attended by mem-
bers of our Bar and local attorneys.

The daughters of the late Judge Presi-
dent, Ann Nurock and Hazel Friedman,
also attended. The Judge President, Madam
Justice Leeuw, read the eulogy in the late
Judge President’s honour. This eulogy ap-
pears below.

A new Bar Council has been elected.
Johan Pistor continues as chair, Ken Chwa-
ro is his new deputy. Lawrence Lever con-
tinues to control the purse and Danielle
Smit is the new honorary secretary. Our Bar
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has been joined by Aubrey van der Nest
(associate member) and Tiny Seboko. We
welcome them. And lastly, Blacky Swart has
gone ‘walkabout’ as we used to call it at
the Salisbury Bar (that’s Harare for those
of you born after 1980), and will be away
for a year or so. More correctly, Blacky has
gone ‘sailabout’ and as I write this he is
probably somewhere in the middle of the
Atlantic (dodging large ships) in a yacht
on his way to the Carribean. A
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