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Cape

The 2012/2013 cricket season at the Cape
Bar was relatively short in that it saw only
two friendly matches. The match against
the Navy did not materialise, not for lack
of effort to arrange it on our part, and our
proposed tour up north to play the Jo-
hannesburg and Pretoria Bar sides was
hamstrung due to our players’ lack of
availability.

The first match of the season took place
on 2 December 2012 when the Bar
Cricketers took on Western Province Cricket
Club (WPCC) in our annual match.

The match was played at the Vineyard
Oval in Claremont, in a howling north-
wester. WPCC graciously gave us the toss
and since Attie Heyns and Roy Gordon were
all fired up to bowl we put our opponents
in to bat first. Unfortunately for us, our op-
ponents had decided to make ample use
of the cricketing talents that formed part of
their club’s junior brigade and they batted
aggressively from the outset, scoring
around 20 runs from the first two overs.
Things did not get much better when Curtis
Fourie came to the crease and proceeded
to score a well-crafted and unbeaten cen-
tury. Our bowlers however picked them-
selves up and with good attacking bowling
from Attie Heyns (2 for 37 off 6 overs) and
Ross Garland (1 for 31 off 6 overs) we
managed to restrict WPCC to a score of 203.

Housing Policy
By Nick de Jager

At the AGM of the Cape Bar, held on
Thursday, 18 April 2013, a new housing
policy was adopted. The importance of an
appropriate and effective housing policy
derives principally from the fact that all
members of the Bar are required to keep
chambers, but also in view of the facts that
all chambers are centrally administered and
allocated; the appropriate allocation of
chambers is an effective means of stimu-
lating and supporting race and gender
transformation at the Bar; transformation
of the Bar requires further and constant

attention; and allocations can play an
important role in assisting new members
to establish sustainable practices.

The Cape Bar’s previous housing policy
had, as its primary criterion, seniority,
subject to a transformation exception. That
is, while housing allocations would prin-
cipally be determined by seniority, the
Housing Committee was vested with a dis-
cretion to override seniority in cases where
the transformation objectives of the Bar
could be promoted.

The process of revising the housing
policy was a consultative one, in which feed-
back and suggestions were invited and
received from individual members and from
committees and interest groups. A con-
siderable amount of ‘fact-finding‘ and ana-
lysis was also undertaken, to understand
how members are spread (with regard to

factors such as gender, race, seniority and
so forth) across the seven buildings under
the Cape Bar’s control. In the light of the
foregoing, and the transformation im-
peratives of the Cape Bar, it was felt that
the housing policy should be revised, both
procedurally and substantively.

The new housing policy elevates trans-
formation to a substantive criterion in its
own right, and seniority, instead of being
the primary criterion, is considered on an
equal footing together with other criteria,
including the cohesion of the Bar, the
financial implications of the allocation of
chambers to a particular member and the
views of the members on the floor con-
cerned. On a final note, the continued
existence of so-called ‘suites‘ is retained,
and provision is made for the sharing of
chambers.

Although our chase started slowly, as
we scored only around 20 runs off the first
10 overs, we slowly improved and we
reached 60 runs by drinks. Jan Buuman
played delicately and patiently and pro-
ceeded to top score with 41 runs. After
drinks Peter Coston surprised all by letting
loose with some lofty attacking strokes to
get us back into the game but we still
regularly lost wickets. However our hope
was kindled and we were still in the game

Cricket at the Cape Bar – 2012/2013 Season Review*
By LJ Smit

* This report is largely derived from the match reports
authored by Joel Krige.

when we got it down to requiring 36 runs
of 24 balls. But still it was not to be when
we were eventually bowled out for 183, just
20 runs short with 10 balls to go. We
chided ourselves that we started our run
chase to slow during the first ten overs but
we still put in a valiant effort, albeit that
we left too much for too late.

Despite the hard-fought match and after
the last ball had been bowled, the teams
sat down, in the spirit of the game, enjoyed

Cape Bar team that played ENS. Back row from left to right: Nolan Faber, LJ Smit, Anwar Albertus, Peter
Coston, Rob Acton, Jan Buurman, Judge Lee Bozalek, Dave Melunsky. Front row from left to right: Joel
Krige (Captain), Roy Gordon. Absent from picture – Darryl Cook.
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a braai
and reflected

on what could
and in our belief

should have been.
The second and final

match of the season was played on 3 March
2013 at the Vineyard Oval. This was the
annual match for the ENS Trophy, which
we had won for the preceding three years.
As we were the victors on the three previous

occasions that the sides had met, we were
quietly confident that we would make it a
fourth year in a row, but we went down to
talented ENS team brimming with new
recruits.

ENS relinquished the spinning of the
coin and offered us the toss. Joel Krige
wisely elected to take up this offer, decided
that we would bat first and that ENS should
rather contend with fielding in the 35°C
midday heat. This decision was supported
by Anwar Albertus who did not look for-
ward to bowling and fielding in the hot
midday sun.

ENS had however recruited some new
talent, specifically in the form of a new
opening bowler and ex-Nuffield player, Paul
Harker. Harker put in a great performance
and went for only 7 runs in his first four
overs whilst claiming one wicket and

ending with figures of 4 for 15 off 7 overs.
Despite a superb bowling effort by our
opponents we managed to post a total 141,
with Jan Buurman top scoring with a patient
45 runs.

In defending a reasonably low score
our bowlers put in a great effort with Darryl
Cook taking of 3 for 37 off 7 overs and
Roy Gordon taking 1 for 19 off 5 overs.
Despite our valiant efforts in the field, 141
was never going to be enough and ENS
reached their target in the 30th over for
the loss off 4 wickets.

After the fierce competition on the field
we relinquished the trophy to a better side
on the day, where after we stood with our
opponents in contemplating the day’s
events and of course informing them that
we will be back next year and in better
form.

The Free State Bar on 13 June 2013 took
leave of a well-known and highly-respected
former member, SPB (Faan) Hancke, who
retired after 24 years on the High Court
Bench, during which time he acted as Judge
President on three occasions. As a student,
Judge Hancke was actively involved in
various aspects of Kovsie life, inter alia, as
chairperson of the Rag Committee, head
student of the DF Malherbe Residence and
member of the Student Representative
Council. During 1971 he visited England
and Scotland as recipient of the coveted
Abe Bailey Travel Award. In 1972 he gra-
duated from the UOFS with a BCom LLB.
He joined the FS Bar in January 1973,
gained silk status on 22 January 1986,
then served as chairperson of the Bar
Council until his appointment as judge of
the Free State High Court on 31 January
1993. His elevation to the Bench did not
stop his community involvement. Quite the
contrary: he continued to serve his alma
mater in various capacities, inter alia as
president of the Convocation, first chair-
person of the Kovsie Alumni Trust, member
of the Broad Transformation Forum who
negotiated and wrote the new UFS Con-
stitution, and first chairperson of the Kovsie
Law Alumni. For 14 years he served on the
University Council, from 2000 to 31 De-
cember 2009 as chairperson. In that time
he was also highly involved in judicial

Free State
By Henriette Murray

training, received an honorary fellowship
from the Society of Advanced Legal Studies
of the University of London and was hon-
oured with a cum laude award from the
UFS Faculty of Law where he serves as Pro-
fessor Extraordinarius. Several former judg-
es attended the function to wish Judge
Hancke a happy retirement. True to form,
however, he may be retiring, but has already
plunged with great enthusiasm into his new
full-time ‘pastime’, that of cattle-farmer.

The Bar itself is bustling, as usual. Another
of our 2012 pupils took chambers on 1
March 2013: Dustin Thompson, a Kovsie
graduate who practised as an attorney in
Bloemfontein for a few years before joining
the Bar. Our ‘buddy-system’ is up and run-
ning and according to the junior counsel
who are participating in the program, they
are happily benefiting from being involved
in more intricate matters in a protected
environment, as well as from earning some
extra money to help fund their fledgling
practices. The Bar in March established a
fund to which members contribute in order
to assist those previously disadvantaged
junior members who struggle in their first
two years of practice to pay their Bar Fees.

Alex Danzfuss SC, has been re-elected
as chairperson of the 2013 Bar Council,
with council members Paul Zietsman SC,
Niel Snellenburg, Henriette Murray, Henk

Judge Faan Hancke.

Celliers, Tiaan Pienaar and Dustin Thomp-
son, assisted by honorary secretary Craig
Snyman. Five members, Van Rooyen SC,
Zietsman SC, Fischer SC, Snellenburg and
Murray acted in the Free State High Court
during the first half of 2013.
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