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bar News

Judicial appointment
Judge Igna Stretch
Igna Stretch is congratulated on her re-
cent appointment to the Eastern Cape
Bench. She is an alumna of the University
of Kwazulu-Natal and, in addition to a
BA and an LLB, she holds a Certificate in
Constitutional Litigation.

After working briefly as a prosecutor,
Judge Stretch spent four years as a state
advocate. She spent five years as a senior
state advocate during which time she
was appointed by the Amnesty Commis-
sion to represent various parties during
amnesty applications. She was also active-
ly involved in training the police in in-
vestigating matters for prosecution in
the High Court.

In 1999, she joined the Pietermaritz-
burg Bar and after two years in practice

Pietermaritzburg: new members
In 2014, the following members com-
menced practice in Pietermaritzburg:
• Merlynn Marion, who holds the
degrees BIuris and LLB, was pre-
viously a senior prosecutor.
• Nelani Myeni, who hold an LLB,
was a candidate attorney and a legal
consultant.
• Deon Schaup, with the degrees
BIuris and LLB, was a state advocate
and an attorney.
• Nooreen Nursoo, who holds the
degrees LLB and LLM, was an attor-
ney.

Family Cricket Day
The Pietermaritzburg Bar held a
family cricket day at Cordwalles
Primary School. The teams, Bar One
and Bar Two, displayed their sporting
abilities. The day was a completed
by a sumptuous lunch and of course,
some well earned drinks.

she took her first appoint-
ment as an Acting Judge.
During her early years at the
Bar she lectured law at
Damelin College. During her

15 years of practice as an advocate she
built up a substantial civil law practice,
specializing in family law.

Notably, Judge Stretch is the only
woman yet to have taken silk at the
Pietermaritzburg Bar. In honour of that
achievement, the Chief Justice of Lesotho
invited her to the forty-eighth birthday
celebrations of King Letsie III, on which
occasion Neile Fanana became the first
woman to be elevated to the rank of KC
in Lesotho. Judge Stretch is also the first
woman in the history of the Pietermaritz-
burg Bar to be elevated to the Bench.

She is engaged in a permanent life
partnership with the Honourable Mr
Justice Griffiths from the Eastern Cape
Division of the High Court, and has been
so for the past 13 years. She has one
daughter, Stephanie, who is 20 years old
and is a student at Rhodes University.

KwaZulu-Natal
PIETERMARITZBURG
Kerusha Pillay

This year started on a sad note, with the
sudden passing of Roshan Pillay during
the holidays. Pillay was known to be
fearless and fiercely independent. He
served on the Bar Council of the Eastern
Cape Society of Advocates and, from its
inception, he was a member of AFT, also
serving on its executive committee. He
was also a member of NADEL. A special
court sitting was held in his memory. We
extend our thoughts and condolences to
his family.

The end of 2013 was also marked by
a number of medical emergencies that
befell members. We have been inspired
by Richard Brooks, from Grahamstown,
who lost the sight in one eye after a near-
fatal car accident, but who was back at
work early in the new year attending to
Bar Council matters. Together with Brooks,
in the first term, Nyameko Gqamana and
Wabo Msizi also have acting appointments.
For all three members, these are repeat
appointments.

Eastern Cape
PORT ELIZABETH
Mark Euijen and Anusha Rawjee

The Macbeth production with Scott SC and his wife Bev playing the bag pipes.
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