
dicated group of persons under the stewardship of a fulltime
person to consider the appropriate submissions that the Bar
must make to the National Forum. It is always a delicate dance
to strike the right balance between the regulation of the pro-
fession which is a legitimate province for lawmakers and their
executive to do and the governance which is the exclusive
domain for the profession to do. Ultimately, the rule of law
requires an independent legal profession.

Conclusion
Knowing the fallible me, I must have omitted mentioning
some people and acknowledging their contribution and assis-
tance in this report. It is an error I regret. More important is
my wish for the incoming Executive to have all the strength
and the courage to square-up to the challenge of producing a
statutory framework which will define the practice of law,
perhaps even for generations to come.

It is my humble word of thanks to each and every one for
having given me the opportunity to be of service to the pro-
fession. I hope I did this devotion demanded by the office. A

EndnotesEndno tesEndno tesEndno tesEndno tes
1 October 2013 – Deputy Judge President of the Labour Court and Labour Appeal

Court – Acting Deputy Judge President Pule Lazarus Tlaletsi; Eastern Cape Division
of the High Court Adv Igna Tersia Stretch SC; Electoral Court – Ms Sungaree Pather;
Free State Division of the High Court – Ms Somaganthie Naidoo; Gauteng Division
of the High Court – Adv Albertus Johannes Bam SC; Adv Nicolene Janse Van
Nieuwenhuizen SC; Adv Maria Mabel Jansen SC; and Ms Segopotje Sheila Mphahlele;
Western Cape Division of the High Court – Ms Nolwazi Penelope Boqwana; April
2014 – Supreme Court of Appeal – Judge Boissie Henry Mbha; Judge Kevin Gerard
Beecroft Swain; and Judge Dumisani Hamilton Zondi; Labour Appeal Court – Judge
Phillip Coppin; Judge Adolph Adriaan Landman; Judge Mahube Betty Molemela;
Judge Cagney John Musi; Judge Roland Terence Sutherland; Electoral Court –
Judge Jeremiah Buti Zwelibanzi Shongwe; Free State Division of the High Court
(Judge President) – The JSC was unable to recommend a candidate for this vacancy
which will be re-advertised and considered by the JSC in due course; KwaZulu-Natal
Division of the High Court – Mr Mahendra Ramasamy Chetty; Mr Nkosinathi
Emmanuel Chili; Adv Peter John Olsen SC; and Ms Thoba Portia Poyo Dlwati.

2 Statement issued as tribute to the late former Chief Justice Pius Langa; 1 August
2013 – Statement issued regarding Etv news report highlighting the situation in
Kwenxurha Village in the Eastern Cape where members of the village have to walk
an hour to the closest stream to draw water; 23 September 2013 – Statement
issued noting the concern over evictions of 100 informal settlers at Cato Crest in
Durban left homeless by the Municipality’s land invasion unit; 19 November 2013
– Statement issued adding the GCB’s support to the Bar Association of Sri Lanka
which cancelled the conference “Making Commonwealth values a reality” after
the Sri Lankan Government revoked visas for key speakers; 11 December 2013 –
Statement issued Re the acquittal of Zimbabwean Human Rights Lawyer, Beatrice
Mtetwa; 24 January 2014 – Press statement Re Intolerance towards gay people in
Africa; 10 April 2014 – Press statement on the death sentences recently handed
down in Egypt to 520 members of the Muslim Brotherhood Organisation; 13 May
2014 – Press Statement condemning the killing of Rashid Rehman, a Supreme
Court lawyer in Pakistan; 26 May 2014 – Press Statement Re the Death Sentence
for Apostasy for Mariam Yahia Ibrahim Ishag.(Thanks should go to Brahm du
Plessis SC and the members of the GCB’s Human Rights Committee.)

3 I commend the reading of a paper by Laurel S Terry, Steve Mark and Tahlia
Gordon – ‘Trends and Challenges in Lawyer Regulation: The Impact of Globalization
and Technology.’ It is also worthwhile to restate the IBA’s Resolution on Deregulating
the Legal Profession which reads ‘[T]he Council of the International Bar Association,
considering that the Legal Profession nevertheless fulfils a special function in
society, distinguishing it from other service providers, in particular with regard to:
* Its role in facilitating the administration of and guaranteeing access to, justice and
upholding the rule of law, * its duty to keep client matters confidential, * its duty to
avoid conflicts of interest, * the upholding of general and specific ethical and
professional standards, * its duty, in the public interest, of securing its independence,
professionally, politically and economically from any influence affecting its service,
* its duty to the courts: HEREBY RESOLVES – 1 – That the preservation of an
independent legal profession is vital and indispensable for guaranteeing human
rights, access to justice, the rule of law and a free and democratic society and – 2
– That any steps taken with a view to deregulating the legal profession should
respect and observe the principles outlined above.’

JUDICIAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
FOR ACTING JUDGES
From Friday, 3 October to Sunday, 5 October 2014, the
Johannesburg Bar is hosting the inaugural Judicial
Education Conference for Acting Judges in Sandton.

It is aimed at members who have acted as judges or
who intend to do so. The conference is, therefore, target-
ed at senior juniors and silks. The improvement of the
administration of justice depends in part on the knowl-
edge and skills of judges, acting and sitting. The Bar has
identified the need to support those of its members who
do act as judges by providing training and education
opportunities. The training provided at the conference
will focus on those skills that cannot easily picked up
through experience at the Bar, yet are necessary for the
effective discharge of judicial responsibilities.

Speakers and trainers will include senior judicial
figures from South Africa and abroad. The curriculum
for the inaugural conference will focus on three key
areas: conducting trials; judgment writing, and judicial
ethics. It is hoped that between 40 and 50 participants
from the Johannesburg and Pretoria Bars will attend.
Through the conference, the Johannesburg Bar is also
planning to develop a Bench Book or manual for acting
judges.

Further details of the conference will be circulated
by the Bar Council, or can be obtained from Tererai
Mafukidze of the Johannesburg Bar at
mafukidze@counsel.co.za

chair’s
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Press release:
GCB’s 69th annual general meeting

THE GCB held its 69th annual general meeting in Johannes-
burg on Friday, 18 July 2014.

The Sydney and Felicia Kentridge Award for Service to Law in
Southern Africa was awarded by the GCB to former Consti-
tutional Court judge, Yvonne Mokgoro, at a gala dinner on
the Friday evening. The award is presented annually to a
person who has made an exceptional contribution to the de-
velopment of the law in Southern Africa.

At the conclusion of the annual general meeting Jeremy
Muller SC was elected as chairman for 2014/15 with the fol-
lowing members of his executive : McCaps Motimele SC (de-
puty chairman); Craig Watt-Pringle SC (vice chair); Johanni
Barnardt (honorary secretary); Nana Makhubele (assistant
honorary secretary); Abraham Louw SC; Anthea Platt; Alas-
dair Sholto-Douglas SC; Mathobela Sishuba; Phillip Zilwa SC;
ex officio : Archie Findlay SC (convenor of the National Bar
Examination Board); Ishmael Semenya SC (past chair).

Jeremy Muller SC
Chairman 24.07.2014
See also page 9 of this issue – Editor.


