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AT  ITS INCEPTION in 1994,
Yvonne Mokgoro was

appointed as a judge of the
Constitutional Court by the late
former President Nelson Man-
dela. [She is currently the chair
of the Nelson Mandela Child-
ren’s Fund.] It was therefore a
poignant moment indeed when,
on his birthday this year, she

was presented with the Sydney and Felicia Kentridge Award
for Service to Law in South Africa.

At a glamorous dinner, hosted by the Johannesburg Society
of Advocates, the graceful former Constitutional Court Justice
was honoured by the General Council of the Bar of South
Africa for the invaluable contribution that she had made to the
jurisprudence of our country.

In reflecting on her legal career, which spans in excess of
three decades, her achievements are indeed remarkable. She
began working for the Department of Justice of the erstwhile
Bophuthatswana as a clerk and later as a maintenance officer
and a prosecutor. She lectured at the University of Bophutha-
tswana, the University of the Western Cape and the University
of Pretoria. She is currently an honorary professor of law at
the University of the North, the University of the Western
Cape, the University of Cape Town, the University of Pretoria
and the University of South Africa. The Doctor of Laws (honoris
causa) degree was conferred upon her by various universities,
including the University of Pennsylvania, of which she is an
alumnus.

The golden thread that runs through her illustrious career
is her passion for education and human rights. Prior to her
appointment to the Bench she worked as a specialist researcher
in human rights for the Centre for Constitutional Analysis at
the Human Science Research Council. She also served a ten
year term as the president of Africa Legal Aid, a civil society

organisation which provides legal aid and human rights edu-
cation throughout Africa. She currently serves on several
boards and trusts, including the South African Institute where
she heads the Curriculum Development of the International
Committee Institute of Judicial Education, the South African
Police Services (children’s) Education Trust and the Africa Centre
for Justice Development.

After completing her fixed 15 year term at the Constitu-
tional Court, she has served, inter alia, as the chairperson of
the South African Law Reform Commission, as a judge in the
Office of the Chief Justice and as the chairperson of various
investigative tribunals. In 2013, our current President selected
her as an official Advocate of Social Cohesion in South Africa
until 2018.

She recently joked that despite completing her term as a
judge, ‘I need a retirement from retirement.’

The dinner was also attended by the Deputy Chief Justice,
Judge Moseneke, the Judge President of the Gauteng Division
of the High Court, Judge Mlambo, various judges of the divi-
sion and the chairperson of Advocates for Transformation,
Ntsebeza SC.
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on 18 July 2014

The 2014 annual general meeting of the
General Council of the Bar of South Africa

HOSTED BY THE Johannesburg Society of Advocates, the
 2014 GCB annual general meeting commenced with a

cocktail party at the Sunnyside Hotel in Parktown. Delegates
were received by the chairperson of the Johannesburg Bar,
and members of the Bar Council.

The meeting was held at Emoyeni Estate, built in 1905 for
Henry Hull, where lavish parties were hosted for the Rand-
lords of the day. The rich Venetian interior with glass chande-
liers and the original fireplaces have been tempered with pieces
of contemporary South African art. When translated from
Zulu, Emoyeni means ‘Up in the Air,’ and was aptly named as
it sits on the highest point in Parktown, offering sweeping
panoramic views over the forest in the Northern suburbs of
Johannesburg all the way to the Magaliesberg.
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Various issues regarding the governance of the profession
were discussed at the meeting, including the impending Legal
Practice Bill, which will soon be enacted, and the future of the
profession in light of the changes envisaged by the Bill. It was
also resolved that in promoting access to justice, which is the
intended aim of the Bill, the Bar shall take a more vigorous
approach in involving members in pro bono work based on
the models of Cape Town and Johannesburg. Bruinders SC,
who shoulders the responsibility of coordinating the pupillage
programme and advocacy training alluded to the resounding
success of the annual advocacy training workshops held at the
Drakensberg and Stellenbosch.

McCurdie SC, who is the first female appointed to the Na-
tional Bar Examination Board, presented the report on the
examinations.

The meeting was also attended by Hennie Mellet, who has
served as the editor of Advocate journal with unwavering dedi-
cation for the last 17 years. He advised the meeting, with great
amusement, that he was appointed as the journal’s editor by
Malcolm Wallis SC, then chairman of the GCB and now Wallis
JA, on a probationary basis 17 years ago and to date his ap-
pointment had never been confirmed.

He announced that he was stepping down and he was
thanked for his sterling efforts.

After the luncheon, which was held on the terrace, the
delegates gathered to wish Williams SC, the chairperson of the
Western Cape Society of Advocates, a happy birthday. In cele-
brating 20 years of democracy and in the spirit of transfor-
mation, it is of significance that the first female chairperson in
the history of the profession shares a birthday with the first
Black President of our country.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the new council was con-
stituted as follows: Muller SC (chairperson), Motimele SC (de-
puty chairperson), Watt-Pringle SC (vice chairperson), Bar-
nardt (honorary secretary), Makhubela (assistant honorary
secretary), Louw SC, Platt, Sholto-Douglas SC, Sishuba, Zilwa
SC, Findlay SC (ex oficio) and Semenya SC (previous chair-
person). The council wass congratulated and they were wished
well for the year ahead.

The Future Leaders Symposium

QUO VADIS TRANSFORMATION? How should the Bar
go about achieving its transformation goals in the light

of the Legal Practice Act?’ This was the theme of the 2014 Fu-
ture Leaders Symposium, hosted by the Pretoria Society of
Advocates at Leriba Lodge in Centurion.

On the first evening delegates were greeted by the charis-
matic Francois Botes from the Pretoria Bar, who also chaired
the discussions at the symposium the next day. Judge Willem
van der Merwe addressed the delegates on the topic of ‘Should
the Bar lower its standards just for the sake of transformation?’
The former chairperson of the GCB, Semenya SC, gave his
perspective on the topic, after which Judge Kriegler addressed
the delegates on the topic of ‘Can the Legal Practice Act achieve
its objectives?’ Motimele SC, a member of the Pretoria Bar
also contributed to the discussion on the Legal Practice Bill.
The symposium was concluded with a brief address by Mpagha
SC, the deputy chairperson of the Pretoria Society of Advocates.

The symposium was interactive and after each address, the
delegates were given the opportunity to discuss the topics and
present their views. Delegates were ad idem that transforming
the racial and gender profile of the profession was imperative.
Whilst many held the perception that transformation was
being achieved at the expense of competency, it was pleasing
to note that many delegates, who were all junior members,
expressed the sentiment that once the work was forthcoming,
the onus was upon the junior members to make a concerted
effort to work to the best of their ability.

It was a great learning experience to hear about the mec-
hanisms implemented at the various Bars to advance transf-
ormation and to assist junior members to enter the profession
and thereafter to sustain their practices. Chamber remissions
for first year practitioners, a three-tier mentorship program-
me for pupils and a knowledge sharing centre are some of
these mechanisms.

The symposium was well organised and the Pretoria Bar
was thanked for their efforts. A
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