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Farewell to JP Musi
On 22 May 2014, the Free State Bar hosted
a farewell function for its Judge President,
Hendrick Mmoli Thekiso Musi, who in his
15 years on the Bench of the Free State
Provincial Division made his mark as a
respected, dignified and courteous judge
and leader. Present at the function were
not only his predecessor, Judge President
Koos Malherbe, but also several of his
former colleagues, the now retired Judges
Faan Hancke (a former acting JP), David
Lombaard and Callie Cillié, as well as
current members of the Bench.

Judge Musi, who is married to Mat-
ladi Maria and is the proud father of four
– two sons and two daughters – matri-
culated from Hofmeyr High School in
Atteridgeville, Pretoria, and obtained his
BA degree from the University of the
North (Turfloop), under the auspices of
the University of South Africa (UNISA) in
1969, whence he also obtained his BIuris,
and, thereafter, as a member of the dis-
tinguished ‘Class of ’78,’ his LLB.

Judge Musi has always been active in
advancing the legal profession: during
his student years at Turfloop, from 1968
to 1969 he served as vice-president of the
Student Representative Council and was
involved in the formation of the South
African Student Organisation (SASO).
Subsequently, he served as Deputy Presi-
dent of the Black Lawyers’ Association
(BLA), and as Acting President thereof
from 1993 to 1995.

In 1980, Judge Musi was admitted as
an attorney, and practised as such from
1981 to June 1999 in Pretoria under the
firm and style of Thekiso Musi. In 1997
and 1998 he acted, inter alia, as a judge in
Venda, and in 1999 he became the first
black judge to be permanently appointed
to the Free State Bench.

During 2005 and 2006 Judge Musi
acted in the Labour Court and the La-
bour Appeal Court. In April 2007 he was
appointed to the Bench of the Labour
Appeal Court and in the same year also
acted in the Supreme Court of Appeal for
a term.

In January 2008, Judge Musi was
appointed as Judge President of the Free
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General news
Suzaan Boonzaaier, a member who joined
in 2010, left to explore the Free State
during a stint as acting regional court
magistrate, has rejoined the Bar as from
1 June 2014. Alex Danzfuss SC has been
re-elected for a third term as chair of the
FS Bar Council which for 2014 consists,
furthermore, of Paul Zietsman SC, Niel
Snellenburg, Henriette Murray, Stefan
Grobler, Tiaan Pienaar, Dustin Thompson
and Piet Greyling (honorary secretary).

Two new members of the FS Bar,
Charmaine van der Merwe and Aubrey

State High Court. His proud legacy will
not only be his 21 reported judgments,
but also his progressive steering of the
Free State Bench towards a more repre-
sentative gender and racial composition
in the transition to a new judicial dispen-
sation.

Although Judge Musi retired as Judge
President of this division on 31 March
2014, he is still a long way from retiring
from his legal career. We therefore join
our Chairperson, Danzfuss SC in wishing
Judge President Musi ‘a prosperous jour-
ney to wherever life might still take him’,
which presently is the Seriti Commission
in which he has served as a commisioner
since its inception in 2011.

Lechwano, are the very fortunate reci-
pients of LexisNexis sponsorships for
newcomer advocates from PDI groups
who had completed the 2013 Pupillage
Programme and passed the 2013 Bar
exams. As participants in the said spon-
sorship programme,Van der Merwe and
Lechwano each received a laptop with,
for a period of 12 months, free 3G access
through a local service provider and free
access to the Platinum Package of the My
LexisNexis legal research tool. This extre-
mely generous contribution by Lexis-

Nexis to the advancement of advocacy
and the establishment of practices for
newcomers to the Bar has certainly made
a material difference, not only to the
present recipients by assisting them in
setting up practice, but also by serving as
a very strong incentive for the 2014 pupils
to study for and pass the National Bar
exam to the best of their ability. We, as
one of the smaller bars, sincerely appre-
ciate the extension of the said LexisNexis
Sponsorship Programme to include our
newcomer members.

A

A

15Advocate August 2014


