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pro deo but correctly handled it
could be three months. You’ll be
paid weekly, plus you’ll get subsis-
tence and travelling (accommoda-
tion is usually at a B & B but I’m
certain the train ticket can be up-
graded to a better class). Your finan-
cial woes will be taken care of and
you’ll be able to practice without
worrying about where your next
penny comes from.’

Peter politely listened to the junior until
eventually disclosing that he was in fact a
silk with a rather busy practice. This
junior has since left the Bar and one can
only hope that there was no connection.
This story also has many mutations. For
example, substitute attorney with Dave
Stephens, train ticket with bus ticket etc.
Peter, this is your opportunity to assert audi.

When Peter first started out at the
Cape Bar he shared a flat with another
junior colleague, retired Judge John Fox-
croft. As the late Judge Harold Berman
remarked when Peter took silk, this was
indeed an unlikely pair. But, he noted,
their living arrangements worked well
because Peter was out every evening
wining and dining attorneys. The late
Judge Berman also famously quipped:
‘Why would you ever brief Kentridge,
when you could get Hodes at just twice
the price’.

Peter is a truly remarkable individual
and it is completely unsurprising that he
reached the 50 year milestone in practice.
Even Justice Willis remarked in a judg-
ment that he looked forward to Peter ’s
‘golden jubilee’ celebrations. Although
not physically in attendance at those
celebrations Willis JA need not fret since
a framed extract of his judgment was
bestowed upon Peter by a colleague.

The Cape Bar has been richly en-
hanced by the advent of Peter. He went
on to lead the Bar and the GCB. He rea-
lised almost 20 years ago that ‘[w]hile the
complexion of the Bar is changing and
male dominance is diminishing, much
has still to be done in this area’. (His
contribution to Consultus in November
1997.)

Another favourite recollection is the
1999 Bar News when a sartorial looking
Hodes reportedly managed to sell no
less than 180 ties to colleagues. This is a
truly remarkable feat considering that
these were not Guccis or some other
label (and definitely not black label!) but
unremarkable GCB ties.

We have first-hand knowledge of
Peter in many different guises: the acti-
vist, the saint, the advocate, the stand-up
comedian, the peanut gallery, the tie
salesman etc. and look forward to his
further contribution to making the Bar
the special place that it is.

Andrew Brown
pens novel:
Devil’s Harvest

Andrew Brown, a
member of the Cape
Bar and police reser-
vist, has recently pub-
lished his fifth novel,

Devil’s Harvest. His previous works
include Inyezi (about the Rwandan gen-
ocide), and crime novels Coldsleep Lul-
laby, Refuge and Solace. In 2006, Andrew
won the Sunday Times fiction prize for
Coldsleep Lullaby.

Devil’s Harvest is a political thriller
set in the United Kingdom and war-torn
South Sudan. Although a work of fiction,
the book is meticulously researched.
Andrew spent time away from practice
conducting research for the book in
South Sudan.

The book deals with issues confront-
ing South Sudan, such as the ongoing
human rights violations that occur in
the region, the arms trade, and the plight
of those living in long-established refu-
gee camps. It weaves these issues into a
gripping narrative that has led critics to
heap praise on Andrew’s latest work.

Devil’s Harvest is published by Zebra
Press and is available in most book-
stores.A

The biting cold has hit us hard! Fortu-
nately, the timing of the onset of the
winter cold coincides with the High
Court’s July recess, so most members
have been enjoying a much needed
winter break.

Last term, Nyameko Gqamana,
Candice Mey and Wabo Msizi all held
acting appointments on the High Court
Bench. Their presence on the Bench
represents an ongoing commitment to
the transformation of the Eastern Cape
judiciary by the Bar.

At the other end of the spectrum,
two of our junior members, Eric Dyer
and Derik Horn, attended the GCB’s
Future Leaders Symposium on behalf

of the Port Elizabeth Bar from 4-5 July
in Johannesburg. The topic of this year’s
symposium was how the Bar should go
about achieving its transformation
goals, seen in the light of the Legal
Practice Bill. The discussion amongst
the delegates was reportedly robust.
Judge Willem van der Merwe, Judge
Johan Kriegler and GCB chairman,
Ishmael Semenya SC, addressed the
symposium. Dyer and Horn reported
that the presentations were informa-
tive and thought provoking.

Our itinerant piper, Patrick Scott SC
and his wife Bev are walking the Cots-
wold Way from Chipping Campden to
Bath, a distance of 160km over a period
of 10 days. They visit as many pubs as
possible along the way to raise funds
for the Port Elizabeth branch of the
Animal Anti-Cruelty League (AACL).

Their journey can be followed on the
Facebook group ‘Walking for Paws and
Claws.’ This is their fifth long walk, the
first being the Camino Primitivo in
Northern Spain in 2010, followed by
Shakespeare’s Way (from Stratford-
Upon-Avon to London), the Saxon
Shore Way in Kent and East Sussex, and
the Ebor Way and Dales Way in York-
shire. They have walked over 1 000 km
in the last four years, and raised money
for AACL. All the money raised goes
towards the spaying of animals in indi-
gent areas.

Given our location in Port Elizabeth,
with its easy access to sea, mountains
and game parks, many of our mem-
bers are still away pursuing various
activities as part of their winter break.
We trust that they will all return safely
and refreshed for the new term.
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