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SULTRY Kuala Lumpur was the scene of the 2014
 International Advocacy Training Council conference. The

Malaysian Bar hosted the event, held over 2 days in Septem-
ber 2014.  The theme was ‘Advocacy in Asia: Meeting the
challenges’. Advocacy trainers from all corners of the globe
gathered to interact, share ideas and inspire one another.

The South African Bar was well represented as Christopher
Whitcutt SC, Deanne Wood, Naome Manaka, Benny Makola,
Keabetswe Mokotedi and I, all from the Johannesburg Bar,
set sail for the shores of South East Asia under the intrepid
leadership of Judge Sharise Weiner and Tim Bruinders SC,
head of the South African branch of the IATC.

A distinguished list of delegates included, among others,
Geoffrey Ma G.B.M., incumbent Chief Justice of the Hong
Kong Court of Final Appeal; Shiranee Tilakawardane, out-
going Acting Chief Justice of Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court of
Appeal; the Right Honourable Lord Robert Walker of
Gestingthorpe, retired Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United Kingdom; TA Dato’ Justice Mary Lim from the High
Court of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, and the patron of the Inter-
national Advocacy Training Council, Edwin Glasgow QC.

THE plenary sessions, which were well attended and run
with the utmost decorum, inspired lively debate and

comparative analysis among the members of the various
jurisdictions present.  The role of the IATC, how best to ap-
proach the art of training advocacy and the question whether
there are other jurisdictions that might benefit from being
involved the training structures present in the various count-
ries in attendance, including South Africa, formed the subject
matter of much discussion.

In truth, however, these debates were more passionately
deliberated during the course of the many informal sessions
characterised primarily by the unprecedented hospitality of
our hosts from the Malaysian Bar.  The generous taking of
libations encouraged, not only the opening of minds but also
of hearts: readily audible karaoke tunes and enthusiastic
dancing helped forge unexpected and very welcome friend-
ships.

It unusual for professionals to give generously of their
own time, absent lucri causa, to train those intending to set
up shop next door to and in direct competition with them.
The rewards are certainly not material, raising the question:
‘Why does one do it?’

The answer is simple.  We do it because we love being
part of an international community of judges, advocates,
barristers, attorneys and solicitors whose collective goal is to
develop, nurture and instil excellence amongst those who do
what we do.

Oh, and intermittently to raise a glass while doing it:
sláinte!

Hospitable KL draws local trainers
Adam Berkowitz, Johannesburg Bar

Deanne Wood and Judge Sharise Weiner muse over advocacy training
in Kuala Lumpur.

Keabetswe Mokotedi and Benny Makola of the Johannesburg Bar
disport themselves in Kuala Lumpur.
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