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GCB’s inaugural
Intermediate Advocacy
Course held

ON THE weekend of 18 to
 20 September 2014, the GCB

held the first Intermediate Advocacy
Course, fashioned on the Wallenberg
Advanced Advocacy Training Course,
but aimed at juniors of two to six
years’ seniority.

It was held at the Cathedral Peak
Hotel and was attended by about
forty participants from across the
country. Faculty members were drawn
from the local Bars as well as from
abroad.

The second Intermediate Advo-
cacy Course will take place at Wallen-
berg at the University of Stellenbosch
in January 2015.

Seated at the feet of Gamaliel, Judge Bob Nugent, are Emma Webber (pupil and witness-helper);
James Madonald (pupil and witness-helper) and Babalo Metu (Advanced Teachers’ Traning participant),
all from the Johannesburg Bar.  A

FS: So the equivalent of the social pages, those that are in-
teresting for the fellow members.

HM: But I do think that quality-wise, our magazine compares
well with overseas publications, eg Counsel. And our
format and appearance have improved a lot.

FS: And are there any highlights that you can remember,
maybe certain editions that you were particularly happy
with, not necessarily that were better than others?

HM: Ja, I think the 100th anniversary of the Supreme Court
and the Mandela series were particularly memorable.

FS: Yes, and what would be challenges or difficulties or un-
pleasantness that one deals with (without necessarily
being too specific) – things that are most difficult or that
you would miss least?

HM: Well, if the editorial committee considers an article that
was commissioned, and then say, no, this is not what we
want, then the problem is I’ve got to go back and deal
with the author. Or, ja, you approve an article and the
next meeting you say no, let’s leave it now; it’s difficult.
Right at the beginning, I remember we had a problem
when an article from a judge was approved and then
Malcolm phoned to say, no, we are not going to publish
it. Then I had to get us out of the situation.
And the judge was very upset. And you remember some
of the fights we had to deal with?

FS: Yes, there is quite a bit of that where we need to grit our
teeth every now and then, but that would probably
entail similar sorts of things, I suppose, as with De Rebus
that you were used to.

HM: Ja. You find it; this crops up. Or people would object to
something that was published.

FS: And you’ve also got to deal with expectations and with
representations made and people feel upset and so on.

HM: That’s right. I had a very nasty experience with this latest
edition also on the advertising front. And of course, it is
very frustrating when contributions come in too late, or
at the last minute, giving me sleepless nights.

FS: Ja, and what are the most pleasing or satisfying aspects
of, or were to you personally?

HM: The publication of a faultless journal, on time.
FS: Especially given the challenges with the fact that most of

the contributors were people that one had to chase and
you had to manage with a degree of difficulty.

HM: Yes, with some repeat offenders!
FS: Hennie, this was wonderful, thank you. A

Farewell dinner: Frank Snyckers SC, deputy chair of the Advocate editorial
committee, staged a farewell function for Hennie Mellet at a Johannesburg res-
taurant. The dinner was attended by members and former members of the com-
mittee. In this photo from left to right are Mahlape Sello, Willem van der Linde SC,
a former chair of the GCB and the editorial committee, and Marilena Ioannou.


