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• Judicial Education Conference
The inaugural Judicial Education Conference the
Johannesburg Bar had initially scheduled for October
2014 was postponed, and will now take place from
Friday, 29 May to Sunday, 31 May 2015, in Sandton.

It is aimed at members of all the Bars in South Africa
who have acted as judges or who intend to do so. The
conference is, therefore, targeted at senior juniors and
silks. The improvement of the administration of justice
depends in part on the knowledge and skills of judges,
acting and sitting. The Bar has identified the need to
support those of its members who do act as judges by
providing training and education opportunities. The
training provided at the conference will focus on those
skills that cannot easily picked up through experience at
the Bar, yet are necessary for the effective discharge of
judicial responsibilities.

Speakers and trainers will include many senior
judges from South Africa and abroad. The curriculum
for the inaugural conference will focus on three key
areas: conducting trials; judgment writing, and judicial
ethics. It is hoped that 60 participants will attend.

Further details of the conference will shortly be
circulated by the Johannesburg Bar Council, or can be
obtained from Tererai Mafukidze of the Johannesburg
Bar at mafukidze@counsel.co.za.

• Transformation and the Courts
In 2014, the South African Journal on
Human Rights (SAJHR) celebrates its
thirtieth anniversary, which coincides
with twenty years of democracy in
South Africa. To mark this, the journal
will hold a conference entitled Trans-
formation and the Courts in Johannes-
burg on 28 and 29 January 2015.
Themes that will be covered include:
the idea of transformation: its meaning,

role and impact; the role and effectiveness of the courts/
judiciary in transformation; the role of law, legal
mobilisation and/or legal interpretation in achieving
transformation; the application and interpretation of
rights in the pursuit of transformation, and the degree
to which these have generated different conceptions of
transformation; case studies or theoretical discussions
about transformation in particular areas, such as gender,
race, poverty, land, service delivery; the role of political
and civil rights in transformation; and, transformation
and the private sphere.
• Enquiries can be directed to SAJHR.Law@wits.ac.za.

• Commonwealth Law Conference
From 12 to 16 April 2015, the nine-
teenth biennial Commonwealth Law
Conference will be held, at the Scottish
Exhibition and Conference Centre in
Glasgow, Scotland.
Falling as it does with the eight-
hundredth anniversary of Magna
Carta, the 2015 conference will reflect
upon issues facing lawyers in the
globalised world, with particular
emphasis on commerce and the rule
of law. The conference presentations
will focus on current trends in corpo-

rate and commercial law; the legal profession; the rule
of law, and other contemporary legal topics.

Delegates will attend from most of the fifty-two
countries comprising the Commonwealth states.
• Information can be found at the conference website:
http://www.clc2015.co.uk/

• Private Law and Social Justice
Conference 2015
On 17 and 18 August 2015, the Private Law and Social
Justice Conference 2015 will be held at the North
Campus Conference Centre at the Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University in Summerstrand, Port
Elizabeth. This will be the seventh annual conference
hosted by the Department of Private Law.

A call for papers will be posted on the Department’s
website in January 2015. Enquiries may be directed to
• privatelawgen@nmmu.ac.za or
• andre.mukheibir@nmmu.ac.za.

• The Thirteenth International
Conference on Law and Society
The Thirteenth International Conference on Law and
Society will be held in Cape Cape Town 5 to 6 Novem-
ber 2015. Paper submissions are due by 5 May 2015.

Themes include: courts and litigation, including the
recent flourishing of new kinds of judicial mechanisms
(eg constitutional and administrative courts) and the
importation of others (eg juries and lay judges); the
training of a highly qualified, independent, and incor-
ruptible judiciary; gender issues in law and society; legal
education and the legal profession, the careers of lawyers,
and recent trends aimed at reform or transformation of
training and credentialing; indigenous peoples, inclu-
ding their connection to such issues as human rights,
natural resources, migration, self-government, children,
adoption, and identity. For more information, visit the
website: https://www.waset.org/conference/2015/11/
cape-town/ICLS.


