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DURING the first quarter of 2013
the previously defunct Human

Rights Committee of the GCB was
reconstituted and delegated to the
Johannesburg Bar. Since then the
committee has been instrumental in
the GCB commenting on and
reacting to various international
and national human rights issues,
and planning various human rights
projects.

At the committee’s reconstitu-
tion the Johannesburg Bar appoint-
ed Clare Hartford SC, Laurance
Hodes SC, Lukas van der Merwe SC,
Brahm du Plessis SC, Pule Seleka,
Stuart Wilson, Kevin Hopkins,
Tshepo Mofokeng, Fezeka Magano
and Sarel van Vuuren as members.
Brahm du Plessis SC was elected as
chairperson.

After the first year, in May 2014,
and following a policy of the rotation of members as contem-
plated in the Charter of the committee, Hartford SC, Hodes SC
and Magano resigned from the committee with effect from
the end of May 2014. Magano was re-appointed for the next
term along with new members Reghana Tulk and Sandra
Freese.

BETWEEN June 2013 and the end of October 2014, several
press statements were prepared and proposed by the

committee, and released by the GCB, namely statements on:
• Access to water in South Africa.
• The evictions of informal settlers at Cato Crest in Durban.
• The cancellation of the conference ‘Making Common-

wealth Values a Reality’ after the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment revoked visas for key speakers.

• The acquittal of Zimbabwean Human Rights lawyer,
Beatrice Mtetwa.

• Intolerance towards gay people in Africa.
• The death sentences handed down in Egypt to 529

members of the Muslim Brotherhood Organization.
• The killing of Advocate Rashid Rehman in Pakistan.
• The criminalisation of apostasy in Sudan, the case of

Meriam Ibrahim.
• The jailing of a Swazi journalist and a human rights

activists for criticising that country’s Chief Justice in a
publication.

• The personal attacks and threats against the judge in the
Oscar Pistorius trial, Justice Masipa.

Following the release of certain of
these statements members of the
committee participated in radio
interviews on the topics in question
indicating an interest from the
media in what the GCB has to say
on such issues. A further example of
the effect of the committee’s work
in conjunction with that of other
institutions such as the Socio-
Economic Rights Institute (SERI)
was the cessation the illegal evic-
tions informal settlers at Cato Crest
in Durban shortly after the release
of the statement in that regard by
the GCB.

The committee also responded
to a request from the International
Bar Association relating to work
done by its Human Rights Institute
in respect of the Law on Advoka-
tura for Tajikistan. The committee

provided the IBA with material concerning the independence
of the legal profession in the context of the Legal Practice Bill
in South Africa as well as other relevant material.

Currently the committee is keeping an eye on several
issues, including human rights issues in correctional institu-
tions, the recurrent problem of the deaths of young boys at
initiation schools, the approach of the judiciary to refugee
matters as well as the suit of an attorney at SERI against the
police as a result of her arrest while giving effect to a court
order. In addition the committee is working on projects which
will come to fruition leading up to and on Human Rights Day
2015. The committee hopes to involve and reach out to school
children and there are plans for a stage production for learners
around the question of human rights.

A TASK which the committee has set itself is to engage with
 and, to the extent that this may be sought, offer its assis-

tance to committees or groupings of members of constituent
bars which are dedicated to human rights issues in one form
or another. The committee also welcomes suggestions in re-
gard to press statements and other initiatives from constituent
bars and members of those bars. Suggestions for press state-
ments should take the form of a draft statement along the
lines of statements previously issued by the GCB.

All the projects and issues in which the committee is in-
volved on behalf of the GCB should soon be available on a
new web-page planned for the committee on the GCB’s web-
site.
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