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Cricket fever …
          on 27 September

2014, cricket fever grip-
ped the Bar when the

Port Elizabeth Society of
Advocates hosted the

Barristers XI, which in-
cludes members from the

Johannesburg and Pretoria Bars.
Weather scares were blown away by the
notorious PE wind, and Paul Belger, the
newly appointed captain of the Barristers,
won the toss and put the PE Bar in to bat.
With the wicket being difficult to bat on
upfront, we suffered a top order collapse
and were reeling at 31/4. However, a
level-headed fifth wicket partnership
between Kent Williams, who eventually
top scored with 65*, and Pieter Marais,
steadied the innings. That was followed
up with some defiance from the tail and

a big-hitting last wicket burst from Jean
Nepgen, using his second life to its fullest.
In the end, the PE Bar ended up with 168
runs from our allotted 35 overs. In reply,
the Barristers were met with some tidy
bowling from the hosts, together with a
mixture of bowling actions more diverse
than those of the Sri Lankan national
team. Opening bowlers Charl van Rooyen
and Jean Nepgen picked up a wicket
apiece, with Kent Williams taking another
and PE Bar captain Ashley Moorhouse
finishing with 3/30 in seven overs. Aided
by some solid wicketkeeping from Pat-
rick Scott SC, the PE bowlers made the
Barristers work for their runs. However,
with only one over remaining, the Bar-
risters crossed the finish line and won the
game. It was an enjoyable weekend of
cricket, which was well supported by
members of our Bar and by local attor-
neys. We can’t wait for our revenge in
the next game.

Eastern Cape Grahamstown
Thomas Miller

• General
The July High Court recess brought with
it some much needed respite. While some
of our members took the opportunity to
seek out adventure in places such as the
Drakensberg, the Kruger National Park
and as far afield as Malawi, those mem-
bers that remained in Grahamstown
were treated to the 40th National Arts
Festival. The recess also coincided with
the conclusion of the 2014 Football World
Cup in Brazil and with it our hotly con-
tested office pool, from which David de
la Harpe, an overnight ardent football
fan, emerged victorious.

• LexisNexis Sponsorship Programme
Lunga Siya was the recipient of the
LexisNexis Sponsorship and received a
laptop with twelve months of free access
to the internet and the My LexisNexis
Platinum package. Setting up practice is
often a daunting and expensive process
and we appreciate LexisNexis providing
sponsorship to our newest member.

• GCB Future Leaders Symposium
One of our junior members, Nicola Red-
path, attended the GCB’s Future Leaders
Symposium, held in Johannesburg on
4–5 July. Redpath found the exchange of
views to be honest and insightful and
found that meeting her counterparts
from other bars on a social level was
equally informative (and enjoyable) in
the context of the relevant topics under
discussion.

• Acting appointments
Gerald Bloem SC, Richard Brooks SC,
Bevan Boswell and Sunil Rugunanan
held acting appointments as judges of
the Eastern Cape during the second
term. Richard Brooks SC, having briefly
rejoined us during the July High Court
recess, took up further acting appoint-
ments for the third and fourth terms.

• Silks
We are delighted to report that Abel
Daniel Schoeman (Niel) and Richard
William Neville Brooks were appointed
as senior counsel with effect from
16 September 2014.

Wegry Bullrun

PIETER MARAIS and Karl Pask were part of a team who
    participated in the Wegry Bullrun. This is an annual mo-

toring event held on a pan near Vosburg in the Northern
Cape. About 100 old cars participated in ten events over two
days including drag racing, figure of eight and drifting – all
on the dusty pan. Pieter and Karl’s team drove two cars, a

1978 Mercedes and a 1976 Chevrolet 3800, more than 600 km from
Port Elizabeth to Vosburg. A distance of over 260 km was driven on
gravel roads.

The participants report that it was great fun and very well orga-
nised. A few beers were enjoyed back at the campsite in town after a
long day on the pan.
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Three PE members held acting appointments over the last
term. They are Nyameko Gqamana SC, Candice Mey and
Wabo Msizi. After a long wait, Nyameko Gqamana SC has
now received his letters patent whilst other members at our
Bar who applied last year still wait patiently for their letters
patent to be sent to them.
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