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The Bar dinner

ON 16 August 2014, the Society’s
annual bar dinner was held at

Camelot Castle in Hillcrest. Despite the
rain, members were resplendent in their
evening dresses and tuxedos, and the
parting continued well into Sunday
morning as is the usual Bar tradition.

One of the highlights of the evening
was a most entertaining speech by the
guest of honour, SCA Judge Kevin Swain,
who is always full of humor. Vos Ver-
meulen and Nooreen Nursoo, who were
selected to deliver speeches as the new-
est silk and junior, respectively, must be
commended for accomplishing their
dreaded tasks with eloquence.

THE annual general meeting of the
Society was held at the Coastlands

Hotel on Ridge Road on 13 September
2014. The term of office for a number of
members of the Bar Council (including
the chairman Aardithyia Kissoon-Singh)
had come to an end and new members
were elected.

RAJESH Choudree SC was elected
 chairman. Gardner Van Niekerk SC

and Joe Wolmarans were elected to the
council. The attendees were all treated to
a sumptuous lunch after the meeting.

As a youngster, Choudree SC would
attend at the chambers of many esteem-
ed silks, with great trepidation and awe.
Pursuant to an illustrious career in the
legal profession, he has been appointed
to lead the KwaZulu–Natal Bar, and it is
doubtless that he will accomplish the task
with an equal measure of fortitude, dedi-
cation and excellence as his predecessors.

He commenced his legal career in
1974, and holds the following degrees:
BA, LLB, LLM (University of Durban

Westville), LLM (Harvard University).
After joining the Bar in 1977, he also
lectured at the University of Durban
Westville and later obtained silk in 2005.
He is admitted as a barrister in Australia,
where he practised from 1987 until 1992.

Between 1998 and 2006, Choudree
worked extensively for the United Na-
tions and upon being appointed as the
Deputy Head of the UN’s Judicial Assess-
ment Programme, was stationed in Bos-
nia Hergovina. He was then appointed
as the UNDP’s Access to Justice Adviser
at the Oslo Governance Centre in Nor-
way and was later promoted to the UN
Headquarters in New York, where he
worked as the Global Access to Justice
Adviser and Co-Ordinator and later as
the Senior Legal Officer in the UN’s Coun-
ter Terrorism Executive Directorate.

He has served as the chairperson of
Advocates for Transformation. He is a
former member of the KZN Town Plan-
ning Appeals Board and has served as a
judge, and acting judge and acting Judge
of Appeal.
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