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The Law Society of Lesotho had written to the General Council of the Bar of South Africa (GCB) to 
seek solidarity and share in its condemnation of the threats being faced by judges and lawyers in 
Lesotho, the GCB revealed last month

GCB calls on SA government and  
SA Development Community to 
prevent slide into lawlessness in 
Lesotho

In a statement issued 
on 20 November GCB 

chairman Jeremy Muller 
SC described the letter 
from the Law Society of 
Lesotho to the GCB as 
disturbing.

“The GCB is gravely con-
cerned at the threats to the judiciary and lawyers in Lesotho and the 
erosion of the rule of law and other human rights abuses currently tak-
ing place in that country. The GCB notes with alarm that the Lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF), or at least elements within the LDF, appears to 
have become a law unto itself.

‘Amongst the abuses by members of the LDF highlighted by the Law 
Society of Lesotho are:

• The killing in May 2015 of the then-Commander of the   
 LDF, Brigadier Maaparankoe Mahao;
• The inhumane detention, abuse and torture of at least 23  
 soldiers apparently accused of plotting a mutiny;
• The intimidation of lawyers representing these detainees  
 and of judges hearing matters involving them;
• Lawyers being refused access to the detainees ;
• General disrespect for the sanctity of courts; and
• Disregard of the authority of courts, court orders and the  
 rule of law.

‘The GCB strongly condemns the direct threats to lawyers and judges 
in Lesotho and the erosion of the rule of law described in the Law 
Society of Lesotho’s letter.

‘The GCB calls on the government of South Africa as well as the 
Southern African Development Community to do everything possible 
to ensure that the rule of law and the independence of, and respect for, 
the courts is restored in Lesotho. South Africa and the Southern Afri-
can Development Community cannot and should not allow one of its 
neighbours and members to spiral into chaos and for the rule of law to 
be supplanted by rule by fear.” A


