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gcb & national news

Obituary: 
GCB marks the passing of  
Justice Thembile Skweyiya

The General Council of the Bar of South Africa (“GCB”) 
learned with sadness of the passing of Justice Thembile 

Skweyiya earlier this year.
In a statement issued in early September, GCB chair Jeremy 

Muller SC said Justice Skweyiya had retired as a Justice of the 
Constitutional Court in April last year.

‘In many ways, his retirement marked the end of an era. His passing 
this week was as an untimely coda to an exceptional career.

‘Justice Skweyiya was a true son of South Africa. He spent much of 
the last decade of his life serving on the highest Court in the land, in 
Gauteng, but he was born in Worcester, in the Western Cape. He was 
schooled at Healdtown Comprehensive near Fort Beaufort in the East-
ern Cape - an institution which played a part in the education of other 
famous names in South African history, including Robert Sobukwe, 
Rivonia trialists Govan Mbeki and Raymond Mhlaba, and the late 
President Nelson Mandela. Justice Skweyiya subsequently studied law 
and attained his LLB degree at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. In 
1971 Justice Skweyiya joined the KwaZulu-Natal Bar, where he prac-
tised as an advocate for the next 25 years.

‘Former Chief Justice Pius Langa served his pupillage with Justice 
Skweyiya during his years as a practising advocate. Amongst the 
many prominent matters with which he dealt while at the Bar, Justice 
Skweyiya represented Mr Jeff Radebe, former Minister of Justice and 
presently Minister in the Presidency, after he had been sentenced to 
prison on Robben Island.

‘In the 1980s Justice Skweyiya became the first black advocate in the 
country to be awarded senior counsel status.

‘Justice Skweyiya’s illustrious judicial career commenced in 2001. He 
was appointed to the Constitutional Court two years later, in 2003, 
where he served with distinction for over 10 years. Justice Skweyiya’s 
tenure on the Constitutional Court was characterised by wisdom, 
humility and an obvious passion for human rights, with a particular 
emphasis on the rights of children, and an unwavering commitment to 
judicial independence.

‘South Africa has lost a great jurist and a great man. The GCB ex-
tends its condolences to Justice Skweyiya’s wife, Ms Sayo Nomakhosi 
Skweyiya, and to his children and grandchildren.’ A
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