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Adv Dali Mpofu SC, chair, Johannesburg Bar Council

30 October 2015 

1. At its Annual General Meeting held on 29 October 2015, the Johannesburg Society of 
Advocates, also known as the Johannesburg Bar, by an overwhelming majority of over 
90% of those in attendance, adopted a far-reaching new rule, which signals a big step in 
the ongoing journey to transform the legal profession and the justice sector broadly.

2. In terms of the new rule, it shall henceforth constitute unprofessional conduct and there-
fore a disciplinary offence for lead counsel to accept or remain on brief where there is a 
team of three or more counsel on brief in a matter and no member of the team is a black 
person.

3. In giving effect to this rule, it shall be the responsibility of the lead counsel in question to 
take appropriate steps to ensure that black women are identified and given special pref-
erence.

4. The Transformation Committee of the Johannesburg Bar Council has been tasked with 
finalising the enforcement in compliance mechanisms in respect of the rule, such as the 
need for reporting by senior advocates on their implementation of the rule and other 
transformation initiatives. 

5. Commenting on this significant development, the Chairman of the Johannesburg Bar 
Council, Advocate Dali Mpofu SC said:

“In its recent statement, which condemned racism in the justice sector and generally, the Bar 
Council identified a number of role players who should shoulder and share the blame for the lack of 
progress in redressing the injustices of the past in the justice sector.
These included the profession itself, the large and mainly white attorneys’ firms, state-owned en-
terprises and the government. It is therefore significant that the Bar has decided that before tackling 
external role players, it should begin by cleaning its own house.
The journey fundamentally to transform various sectors by peaceful, negotiated and democratic 
means is engulfing South African society and is irreversible. Our profession is no exception and 
indeed it ought properly to be the lead in promoting and fulfilling the ideals contained in the trans-
formative Constitution of South Africa and in healing the divisions of our ugly past.”
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TRANSFORMATION STILL 
HAS A WAY TO GO
Judge Margie Victor

Judge Margie Victor was honoured at the 
annual gala dinner of the Johannesburg 
Society of Advocates on 24 October this 
year. This is a slightly abbreviated ver-
sion of her acceptance speech. 

The honour that you have bestowed 
upon me this evening is one that I 

embrace. It is a wonderful honour and 
I feel humbled. At the same time I want 
to acknowledge and praise this august 
institution, the Johannesburg Society of 
Advocates that has helped me to where I 
am now. I recognise that this Bar allowed 
me the space to grow professionally and 
to be exposed to extraordinary people and 
leaders of our time. It has instilled in me 
the value of service, the value of competi-
tiveness in order to achieve excellence, the 
importance of collegiality and the ability 
of the Bar to dig deep into its collective 
psyche when times were tough and to 
address injustice at every turn. 

My years at the Bar afforded me the 
privilege of not being a mere spectator in 
the arena of watching political upheaval 
to achieve the Rule of Law but instead to 
enjoy an opportunity to be a participant 
in a small way. I was a baby junior when 
Ilona Tip from Attorney Priscilla Jana’s of-
fice would send me off to the little towns 
of Leandra and Secunda, to name but a 
few, to represent the youth incarcerated 
for public violence. The haunting images 
of the young children that I represented, 
who sustained bleeding and suppurating 
wounds from the welts inflicted by the 
dreaded sjambok used by the apartheid 
police, will never leave me. The fight 
against injustice and for the Rule of Law 
brought great synergy among many ad-
vocates at the Johannesburg Bar. There 
was a single-mindedness among some of 
the leaders of the Bar to fight for justice 
and the Rule of Law. This was not only at 
a Bar level when members of the Bar like 
Duma Nokwe and Ismail Mohamed were 
not allowed to occupy chambers in Innes 

Chambers based on their race or to at-
tend the common room. There also came 
a time when great moral leaders - silks, 
senior juniors - reduced their commercial 
practices in order to fight for the cause of 
justice and the Rule of Law. They did not 
flinch at the opprobrium drawn from con-
servative colleagues, commercial clients 
and attorneys because they were involved 
in treason trial work. The roll of honour of 
those members of this Bar is long. The just 
cause we all fought for far outweighed 
commercial considerations. 

I had the privilege of being the first 
woman elected to serve on the Bar 

Council. I did not do it alone. Women and 
men colleagues encouraged me to stand 
for a position in what had been a male 
dominated domain for decades. I took the 
decision to stand as a candidate as I felt by 
1996 that women were required in leader-
ship positions. Nothing was going to be 
achieved for gender equality if we stood 
by and complained. During the years 
on the Bar Council I had the privilege of 
being part of those who arranged the gala 
Bar Dinner that honoured the late Chief 
Justice Ismail Mohamed to celebrate his 
inauguration. We had chief justices from 
several countries attending the event and 
even a judge from the International Court 
of Justice. 

A new era had begun for the Bar and 
the Bench. The late Chief Justice Moham-
ed was the first chief justice appointed 
in post-apartheid South Africa and had 
a massive task, to traverse unchartered 
waters, to ensure the smooth transition of 
the work of the Bench. 

When I was on the Bar Council the Bar 
faced its greatest financial crisis. It was on 
the brink of bankruptcy when leaders of 
the Bar pulled the society from that brink.. 

With the new democracy came the 
great challenge of transformation of the 
legal profession as a whole and in par-
ticular the Bar. Transformation in terms of 
race and gender became, and continues 
to be, a legitimate and serious question. 
Judge Lucy Mailula was called to the 
Bench at a relatively young age and from 
a practice which would have yielded 

much commercial potential. Both she 
and those around her felt that the time 
had come for a black woman to be on 
the Bench. She heeded the call without 
hesitation. Kgomotso Moroka served on 
the Judicial Service Commission and also 
worked to get women on the Bench. And 
talking of women on the Bench - a per-
fect example of how the transformation 
process can move at great speed is the 
example of our Judge President Mlambo 
and the Deputy Judges President. In the 
three years that he has been the Judge 
President eight women judges have been 
appointed. 

The Bar had publicly committed itself 
to embracing its diversity. The core values 
of our Constitution were already embed-
ded in the heart of the Bar. There was a 
strong groundswell at the Bar aimed at 
transformation. The changes required to 
meet transformational goals necessitated 
fundamental and irreversible changes in 
briefing patterns and the selection of jun-
iors with silks. There was frustration with 
the pace of transformation. The Bar could 
so easily have split along racial lines.

Committed leaders like Ish Semenya, 
Vincent Maleka, Kgomotso Moroka, and 
Patric Mtshaulana and others held the Bar 
together. Patric went on to form the Duma 
Nokwe group, one of the first groups rep-
resenting transformation. Somehow the 
spirit of this fine institution managed to 
overcome that possible split. The Bar as an 
institution has somehow been steadfast 
and retained its cohesion in difficult times. 

The question we have to address today 
is - has the quest for transformation 

become embedded in the day-to-day 
practical life of the Bar? I ask rhetorically 
21 years into our democracy: do we see 
enough significant changes in briefing 
patterns? Do we see any significant differ-
ences in the gender and race of counsel 
who appear in court in ordinary matters 
and in precedent setting matters? The an-
swers are self-evident. Yes of course there 
have been changes but are they sufficient?

The time has come for the Bar to dig 
deep into its collective psyche as it has 
done so many times in its illustrious past 
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when it gave hope and leadership to so 
many. 

Of all the professions I can think of as 
comparators, the Bar has displayed the 
highest benchmark of mentor-mentee 
facilitation. I acknowledge the impor-
tant role my master Peter van Blerk SC 
played in my professional life. Presently 
the transformation committee of the Bar 
must be commended for their work that I 
hear about - workshops for acting judges, 
specialised practice groups in Construc-
tion law, Intellectual Property and other 
endeavours at transformation. But do 
we really see substantial fruits of trans-
formation? I think not. I believe what is 
needed is a committed mind-set where 
every member makes sure not a single 
member is left behind. What a success 
that will be! The role of silks in bringing 
women and black juniors into matters 
remains a challenge. One must also not 
underestimate the role of senior juniors. 
They too have an important role to play in 
drawing in counsel who suffer historical 
disadvantage. When at the Bar I managed 
to persuade my attorneys to brief women 

juniors and to appear with me. It is an ac-
tive commitment and decision that every 
member must make. Postulate a situation 
where, say, 400 silk and senior juniors are 
able to persuade their attorneys to brief, 
either with them or alone, a counsel who 
needs a springboard, even, say, five times 
a year. Consider the arithmetic. 

The quest for transformation received 
one of its greatest blows in the last ten 

days when a white former human rights 
lawyer made the most painful and dispar-
aging attack about black counsel. The time 
for talking transformation is over; the 
time for doing is here. The transformation 
programmes implemented are laudable 
and so important but that, juxtaposed to 
the utterances referred to, requires this 
august institution once again to utilise its 
internal courage and fearlessness when 
hearing such brutal public utterances to 
see what can be done and how this can be 
healed. One needs to assess whether the 
substantial transformation deliverables 
can be sped up in the very short term as 
has been done under the stewardship of 

Judge President Mlambo in three years. 
As for the future - these important trans-
formational goals need to be achieved 
because there are major challenges facing 
the legal profession into the future. The 
jurisprudential writings of the English 
jurist Professor Richard Susskind OBE in 
one of his several books, Tomorrow’s Law-
yers, points to major challenges for the fu-
ture of the legal profession and, of course, 
for the Bar. There is a new legal landscape 
in a world dominated by IT. Those seeking 
legal advice will turn to on-line services 
and on-line dispute resolution platforms; 
discovery will be outsourced; opinions 
will be outsourced and courts will become 
virtual courts. The profession of Advocacy, 
Susskind says will be a bespoke profession 
where you become the elite part of the le-
gal pyramid retained only for exceptional 
segments of the law. I urge this Bar as the 
valuable institution that it is to prepare its 
members to be tomorrow’s advocates. 

See the Response column at 12 in this 
issue — Editor. A

1. Advocate is the mouthpiece of the 
South African Bar. It is a professional 
journal which provides information 
and guidance on developments in 
the profession and the administration 
of justice. Contributions on subjects 
which are of practical importance to 
members of the Bar are welcomed, 
and will receive priority.

2. All manuscripts must be in MS Word 
or WordPerfect format, double-spaced 
throughout, including references and 
footnotes. An article should not exceed 
3 000 words. Letters, notes and reports 
should generally not exceed 1 000 
words. Shorter pieces, and clear, com-
municative writing, are preferred.

  Legal jargon derived from pleadings 
(e.g. ‘thereby’, ‘thereof ’ etc) should be 
avoided.

  A contribution must preferably be 
sent by e-mail as an attachment to a 
message.

3. Contributions and letters should be 
addressed to:  
The Editor, Advocate

 Email: editor.advocate@mweb.co.za
 Postal: PO Box 786878,  

SANDTON  
2146

 Tel: +27 (0) 83 656 9308 (editor)
     Fax: +27 (0) 11 784 0182
    
4. Material is considered for publication 

on the understanding that:
• it has not been published or submitted 

for publication elsewhere;
• the editorial committee and the editor 

have reserved the right to edit it as to 
style, length and language;

• the writer has carefully checked quota-
tions and references for accuracy;

• it is written in clear, jargon-free lan-
guage, and has linguistically been 
reviewed and checked for errors.

    

5. The writer’s academic and profes-
sional qualifications, and also his or 
her occupation or professional status 
must be stated.

6. Footnotes should, if possible, be avoid-
ed. Case references should preferably 
be incorporated into the text. When 
referring to a book the publisher and 
date of publication should be men-
tioned. In the case of articles the name 
of the writer, the title of the article 
and the date of publication should be 
indicated. Where footnotes are una-
voidable, they should be numbered 
consecutively in superscript in the 
text, and reproduced on a new page at 
the end of the article. If there are only 
a few footnotes, asterisks may be used.

Further details on Advocate’s house style 
are available from the editor at the above 
address.

Advocate: The South African Bar Journal 
Guidelines for writers
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NEW SILKS
Senior status was conferred upon the fol-
lowing colleagues during 2015:

Frans Becker
Frans was born on 
13 April 1958 and 
matriculated in 1975 
from Stilfontein High 
(Northwest Prov-
ince). He obtained 
his BJuris (1978), 
LLB (1980) and LLM 
(1983) degrees, and 

became a General Commercial Panel 
Member of AFSA (in January 1998). Frans 
did two-year articles in Johannesburg and 
worked as professional assistant for one 
year before commencing pupillage in Feb-
ruary 1988, and was admitted to the Bar 
on 1 August 1988. His practice focuses on 
contract law, company law, competition 
law, delict, insurance, building and engi-
neering law, mining and mineral law and 
banking law. Frans was nominated for 
senior counsel in May 2012 and received 
his Letter Patent in September 2014. He 
married his wife Anne in 1982, and they 
have three children: Christiaan, SJ and 
Irene. According to Frans fly-fishing is not 
a hobby, but a passionate lifestyle! Frans 
says he is privileged to annually present a 
lecture to the pupils in Johannesburg on 
Professional (Court) Etiquette. One of the 
amusing anecdotes from a Bloemfontein 
colleague, which he shares with pupils, is 
what to do after having been subjected to 
a particularly difficult judge. He said,
“When you walk out of court and you feel dead 
or have no real desire to live anymore, drive 
to your chambers. Sit behind your desk, take 
out four fee book and your golden pen. Write 
in your fee and slowly you will feel life return-
ing!”

Johannesburg
Jean Meiring

Mohammed 
Chohan 
Mohammed was 
born on 8 July 1970 
and he matriculated 
from Lincoln Heights 
Secondary School in 
Newcastle, KwaZulu-
Natal. In 1990 Mo-
hammed obtained his 

BSc degree, in 1993 his LLB degree and in 
1996 his HDip Tax all from the University 
of the Witwatersrand. He practised as an 
attorney at Bowman Gilfillan Hayman 
Godfrey Inc in 1996 and was admitted to 
the Bar in July 1997. His practice includes 
general advisory and commercial litigation 
in fields such as Insurance Law, Insolvency 
Law, Banking Law, Telecommunications 
Law, Pension Law, Construction Law and 
Clinical malpractice. Mohammed has 
participated in a number of arbitrations 
both as an arbitrator and as counsel. Mo-
hammed has experience in a number of 
professional disciplinary hearings for doc-
tors, nurses, attorneys and auditors and 
has also represented a number of auditors 
in respect of complaints made against 
them before the IRBA. Mohammed has 
had a number of appearances in reported 
cases and was appointed the Chairperson 
of the Disciplinary Committee of SAICA. 
Mohammed was recommended for Senior 
status on 4 June 2012 and he received his 
Letter Patent on 16 September 2014.

Alan Eyles
Alan was born on 19 
March 1964 and he 
matriculated from 
Grey High School 
in Port Elizabeth in 
1981. In 1998, Alan 
obtained his BA LLB 
degree from the 
University of Stel-

lenbosch. Alan was previously admitted 
and practised as an Attorney and a Notary 
before joining the Bar in 1993. Senior 
status was conferred on Alan in 2012 and 
he received his letter patent on 8 Septem-
ber 2014. Alan has a general commercial 
practice.

Garth Hulley 

Garth was born on 
3 March 1969 and 
matriculated in 1986 
from Willow Cres-
cent Senior Second-
ary School, Eldorado 
Park. In 1991 Garth 
obtained his BCom 
and in 1993 his LLB 
degrees from Wits. 

From July 1997 he worked at the Con-
stitutional Litigation Unit of the Legal 
Resources Centre for approximately 2 
years. His areas of practice include Labour 
and Employment Law, Administrative 
and Constitutional Law, Local Govern-
ment (Municipal) Law, Commercial Law, 
Environmental Law and Personal Injury 
Law. His senior status was conferred on 8 
September 2014 and he received his Letter 
Patent on 16 September 2014. He is mar-
ried to Gillian A. Hulley and they have 
four children: Saranne, Jesse, Wyatt and 
Ariella Hulley.

Owen Salmon 
Owen was born on 
23 October 1957. 
He completed his 
A levels in 1975 
at Falcon College, 
Zimbabwe, before 
graduating with BA 
and LLB degrees 
in 1979 and 1981, 

respectively, both from the University of 
Natal. He was admitted as an attorney in 
1985 and in 1986 qualified as a Trade Mark 
Practitioner. In 1991 he graduated with an 
LLM (Intellectual Property Law) through 
UNISA. He practised as an attorney with 
John & Kernick, from 1984 to1992, becom-
ing a partner in the firm during 1988. He 
was called to the Bar in July 1992, recom-
mended for Senior status in June 2012, 
and received his Letter Patent in Septem-
ber 2014. A Fellow of the South African 
Institute of Intellectual Property Law, 
and a Senior Adjudicator on the SAIPPL 
panel for domain name disputes, his areas 
of practice are Intellectual Property and 
Restraints of Trade.

Owen says he is still married to his 
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first wife, Isabeau, a musician. They have 
three children: Pierre (25) a motor racing 
engineer working in the UK, Dion (22) 
a final year BAcc LLB student at Stel-
lenbosch, and Margaux (18) who is in 
Matric at Abbotts College. His extra-mural 
interests include music and sport. He 
played lead guitar in a band he founded, 
performing 60s and 70s hits for functions 
ranging from the Bosveld Fees in Ellisras, 
to a BMW Bikers Convention on the Wild 
Coast, to the Kysna Oyster Festival, and 
other particularly important occasions like 
Michau SC’s 40th - which, Owen reckons, 
judging by when he last saw Reinard, 
was only a few months back. That band 
lasted over ten years, and he now plays 
in the worship band at St Saviours, his 
Church in Midrand. He quips that, al-
though he is notably short on talent and 
ability, he loves sport and has participated 
in cycle races, triathlons, marathons, and 
Comrades. He is a 1st Dan Taekwondo 
black belt, with medals from National 
and World Championships. He enjoys 
social tennis and golf - and surfs in the 
December vacation. Now and again he 
escapes into the world of fiction, and after 
a number of film scripts is now busy with 
a book.

When asked if faced with this dilem-
ma - would he rather have the ability of 
being invisible or be able to read people’s 
minds, he said: “I like to think that I can 
already read people’s minds - or maybe it’s just 
the sudden disdainful look whenever they spot 
me coming their way. On the other hand, trying 
to get silk at the Johannesburg Bar proved to me 
that, for most of my career, I have indeed been 
invisible. On second thoughts, though, it could 
be simply that the Silks Committee saw right 
through me… So no real preference springs to 
mind on this question. Sorry, but no.”

Lucas Van 
Tonder
Lucas has obtained 
the following degrees 
– a BJuris, LLB (PU 
for CHE), a Hon B&A 
(Stell), MBA (Stell), a 
LLM Corporate Law 

(UJ), a LLM Tax Law (UJ). He has also ob-
tained a H-Dip Company Law (Wits). His 
practice focuses mainly on Corporate Law, 
Construction Law, Intellectual Property 
Law and General Commercial litigation. 
From 1988 to 1991 Lucas lectured law at 
the Universities of Stellenbosch and the 
Western Cape and in 1992 he joined the 
Johannesburg Bar. Senior status was con-
ferred on Lucas in 2012, and he received 
his letter patent in September 2014. Lucas’ 
part-time passion is Montpellier Wine 
Estate, which has just received two inter-
national double golds for its Méthode Cap 
Classique.

George Kairinos 
George was born on 
21 November 1969 
and he matriculated 
in 1987. George ob-
tained his BSocSC 
degree (UFS) in 1990, 
BIuris degree (UFS) 
in 1993 and his LLB 
degree (UNISA) in 

1995. George later obtained his postgradu-
ate certificate in Advanced Administrative 
Law from Wits. George was admitted to 
the Bar on 21 July 1996. His practice fo-
cuses mainly on General Commercial and 
Corporate Law. He was recommended for 
senior counsel status in May 2013 and his 
Letter Patent was received on 13 October 
2014. He is married to his wife Athina and 
they have a seven-year-old daughter, Al-
exandra. He is an avid competitive pistol, 
tactical rifle and shotgun shooter who has 
competed at National and Africa Champs.

Estelle Killian 
Estelle was born on 
24 September 1958, 
and matriculated in 
1975. She obtained 
her B Iuris Degree at 
Potchefstroom Uni-
versity in 1978 and 
her LLB (on a part-
time basis) from Un-

isa in 1982. Estelle joined the Department 
of Justice in 1976, and was admitted as an 
advocate on 20 September 1983. She pros-

ecuted in various courts and at the then 
Attorney General’s Office in Johannesburg 
until June 1992. Estelle has one son aged 
30. Estelle did her pupillage in 1992 and 
became a member of the Johannesburg 
Bar on 1 December 1992. Her senior status 
was conferred on 16 September 2014.

Peter Lazarus 
Peter was born on 29 
November 1962 and 
he matriculated from 
Woodmead School in 
1980. Peter obtained 
his LLB degree (Wits) 
and LLM degree 
(Environmental Law) 
(KZN). He did his 

articles of clerkship with Bowman Gilfillan 
from 1990 to 1991 and before his admission 
to the Bar, Peter was the co-founder and 
managing director of Skyriders Access Spe-
cialists (Pty) Ltd (South Africa’s first and 
largest rope access company), co-founder 
and managing member of Environmental 
Options CC (a multi-disciplinary environ-
mental consultancy) and a part-time lectur-
er in Environmental Law at Wits Univer-
sity. Peter formed part of the drafting team 
of the Department of Water Affairs and the 
Department of Environmental Affairs: Wa-
ter Law Reform and Environmental Impact 
Assessment law reform. Peter was admit-
ted to the Bar in 1996. His areas of practice 
include Administrative Law, Mining Law 
and Environmental Law. Senior status was 
conferred on Peter on 13 May 2014 and he 
received his Letter Patent on 13 September 
2014. During August 2014 he was appoint-
ed as an acting judge in the North Gauteng 
High Court. Peter is an avid rock climber 
and he was appointed the Leader of the SA 
Trango Tower Mountaineering Expedition, 
Karakoram Himalaya (the South African 
ascent of the Trango Tower – which is the 
highest vertical rock wall in the world). 
Peter is responsible for establishing some 
of South Africa’s best rock climbing routes 
and areas and has climbed extensively 
in South Africa and in other countries in 
Africa, the USA, the UK, Canada, France, 
Spain, Thailand, Vietnam, Argentina and 
Chile. 
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Portia Nobanda
Portia was born on 
9 May 1966 and she 
matriculated from 
P Q Vundla Adult 
School, Johannesburg 
in 1988. Portia ob-
tained her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1992 
and her Bachelor of 

Laws degree in 1995, both from the Uni-
versity of Cape Town. Portia joined the 
Johannesburg Bar in 1996. Senior status 
was conferred on Portia on 16 September 
2014 and she received her Letter Patent 
on 13 October 2014. Portia has also served 
as a (part-time) Legal Advisor at the UCT 
Legal Aid Clinic from June 1993 to Aug 
1993, a (part-time) Latin Residence Tutor 
at Liesbeeck Gardens Residence from July 
1993 to November 1995 and a part time 
Assessor at UCT Court from February 1995 
to November 1995. During June 1998 to 
February 2000 and June 2002 to June 2005, 
Portia served as a part time Commissioner 
for the Commission for Conciliation Me-
diation and Arbitration. Thereafter (from 
May 2008 to May 2009) Portia served as a 
part-time Commissioner in the Pension 
Funds Adjudicator’s Office. In August 
2011 she became an arbitrator for the Ar-
bitration Foundation of Southern Africa. 
Portia has had a number appointments to 
serve as an Acting Judge including Acting 
Judge: North-West Division (April – June 
2010); Acting Judge: South Gauteng High 
Court (April – May 2013) and Acting Judge: 
North Gauteng High Court (August – 
September 2014). Portia is a member of a 
number of organisations and committees 
and has been appointed to various es-
teemed positions which include, the Black 
Lawyers Association (1996/7 to date); the 
Secretary of the Black Advocates Forum of 
the Johannesburg Bar (2000); a member of 
the Johannesburg Bar Council (2001-2002); 
the Deputy Chairperson of the Black Ad-
vocates Forum of the Johannesburg Bar 
(2001 – 2002); a Special Observer to the 
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names 
and Numbers Conference (Governmental 
Advisory Committee) held in Bucharest, 
Romania on the invitation of the Depart-

ment of Communications (June 2002); a 
member of Advocates for Transformation, 
Johannesburg Bar (2001/2 to date), a mem-
ber of the South African Women Lawyers 
Association (2008/9 to date); a member of 
the Independent Communications Author-
ity of South Africa’s Audit Committee (Oc-
tober 2002); the Chairperson of the Stamp 
Advisory Committee of the South African 
Post Office (2010 – 2012), a member of the 
Chairpersons’ Committee of the South Af-
rican Post Office (2010 to 2012); a Non-Ex-
ecutive Board member of the South African 
Post Office (September 2009); a member of 
the Risk Committee of the South African 
Post office (September 2012) and a member 
of the Post Bank Committee of the South 
African Post Office (September 2012).

Kameshni Pillay 
Kameshni is a mem-
ber of the Duma 
Nokwe Group of 
Advocates. She is a 
former secretary-
general of the Johan-
nesburg branch of 
Advocates For Trans-
formation. Kameshni 
was called to the Bar 

in 2001. Prior to that, she was employed 
as an Attorney and Acting Director in the 
Constitutional Litigation Unit of the Legal 
Resources Centre. She is a member of the 
board of Legal Aid South Africa, Equal 
Education Law Centre and the Southern 
African Life Improvement Charitable 
Trust working group.

Linde Putter 
Linde was born on 
19 April 1961 and he 
matriculated from 
Afrikaanse Hoër 
Seunskool in 1978. 
Linde obtained his 
BProc LLB degree 
at Potchefstroom 
University in 1987. 

In 1985 he joined Thiel Theron Le Grange 
Attorneys in Potchefstroom, in 1998 he 
joined Rooth & Wessels in Pretoria and 
in 1989 he joined Bekker, Bekker & Brink 

in Ermelo. On 27 February 1991 Linde 
became a member of the Cape Town Bar. 
Linde’s areas of practice include Property 
Law, which includes all town-planning 
issues, Mining Law, Environmental Law 
and Administrative law. Senior status was 
conferred on Linde on 13 May 2013 and 
he received his letters patent on 3 October 
2014. Linde is married to Lisa Tonini, who 
is a partner at Fluxmans Attorneys. In his 
words, together they have six ‘terrific’ 
children, three girls and three boys. Linde 
is a keen golfer, when he has the time, and 
thoroughly enjoys watching rugby and 
cricket.

Nigel Redman 
Nigel was born on 
24 September 1964 
and matriculated 
from Greenside High 
School in 1982. He 
obtained his BA 
degree in 1986 and 
his LLB degree in 
1989 both from the 

University of the Witwatersrand. Nigel 
completed his articles at JSG Coetzee 
and practised thereafter as an attorney at 
Salomon Friedman. On 5 July 1993 Nigel 
was admitted to the Bar. Nigel’s areas of 
practice include Commercial Law, Con-
tractual Law, Delict and Administrative 
Law. Senior status was conferred on Nigel 
on 16 September 2014.

Paul Strathern 
Paul was born on 11 
January 1961 and he 
matriculated at St 
Johns College, Johan-
nesburg in 1978. Paul 
completed his Bach-
elor of Arts degree 
in 1982 and Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 

1985, both at the University of the Witwa-
tersrand. Paul was conscripted and spent 
two years in the SADF (1986-1987). He 
then completed his articles of clerkship 
in 1989 at Joffe, Kobrin, Lacob and Lang 
in Rosebank. Paul passed the attorneys 
admission examination in August 1989 
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and was admitted as an attorney of the 
(then) Transvaal Provincial Division on 13 
February 1990. Paul commenced pupillage 
at the Johannesburg Bar under the men-
torship of CW Jordaan (now CW Jordaan 
SC) on 1 March 1990 and was admitted as 
an advocate of the High Court on 24 April 
1990 and he joined the Witwatersrand 
Society of Advocates on 2 July 1990. Paul 
has a varied commercial practice with a 
focus on Contractual Law, Restraints of 
Trade, Insolvency Law, Unlawful Compe-
tition, Mining Law, Insurance Law, Private 
Arbitrations and Medical Schemes Law. 
Paul was nominated for Senior status in 
May 2013 and he received his Letter Pat-
ent on 16 September 2015. He is married 
to Nicky Strathern (who also practises as 
an advocate at the Johannesburg Bar) and 
they have two children both at school. 

Paul’s hobbies include music (playing and 
appreciating), scuba diving and mountain 
biking. When asked if he would prefer to 
have the ability of reading people’s minds 
or being invisible he quipped, “I would 
choose to read people’s minds. I would always 
know how to deal with the other person (it 
would be useful to know if the judge is with 
you or against you in a case, or how much the 
opponents would actually take when discuss-
ing settlement).”

Ettienne Theron 
Ettienne was born on 
13 November 1969 
and matriculated in 
1987 from Hoër Se-
unskool Hugenote, 
Springs. Ettienne 
obtained his BA de-

gree in 1991 and his LLB degree in 1993 
from the then Randse Afrikaanse Univer-
siteit and he completed his articles with 
Peter F Caldwell Attorneys. On 1 July 1996 
Ettienne was admitted to the Bar and his 
practice focuses mainly on Administrative 
and Public Law, Constitutional Law, Bank-
ing Law, Building and Construction Law, 
Commercial Law, Insolvency Law, Pension 
Funds and Medical Schemes Law and 
Financial Regulatory Law. Senior status 
was conferred on Ettienne on 16 Septem-
ber 2014. He is married to his wife Mar-
guerite (for 19 years) and they have two 
teenage daughters. Ettienne believes that 
he is the biggest Lions supporter. When 
asked what he would rather be born with, 
an elephant’s trunk or a giraffe’s neck, he 
quipped “a Giraffe’s neck neck of course. 
Do you know how short I am?” A
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IN MEMORIAM: JO’BURG BAR 
LOSES AN INDOMITABLE SPIRIT
Noel Graves SC and Graham Girdwood

On 15 December 2014, after a coura-
geous battle, Paolo Mario Giacomo 

Beltramo SC, a member of Group 621 at the 
Johannesburg Bar, succumbed to cancer.

Paolo had matriculated from Queens 
College in Queenstown in 1976. He took 
a BA and LLB from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, before serving articles.
On 11 July 1998, he was called to the Bar. 
On 26 November 2009, he took Silk.
Yet, he was a man far bigger than the prac-
tice of the law.

Paolo had a passion for nature and for 
the outdoors – and was a gifted sports-
man. In 1978, he was named the SANDF’s 
Sportsman of the Year. He proceeded to 
complete many marathons, including the 
Comrades Marathon twice.

He also took up extreme cycling and 
participated in races all over the world.
What is more, no fewer than four times he 
was crowned the Johannesburg Bar’s golf 
champion – surely an accolade a bit like 
taking Silk!

It is perhaps with some irony that his 
friends recall that Paolo always believed 
members of the Bar should seek to strike 
a healthy balance between work and the 
rest of their lives.

Paulo’s final sporting triumph came in 
2014, when he completed the Joburg2C, 
at a time when his illness was exerting a 
dramatic effect on his health.

This grueling event takes riders on a 
nine-day route from the south of Johan-
nesburg to the south coast of KwaZulu-
Natal. He finished with courage and 
aplomb.

In spite of being no fan of cell phones, 
the SMSs he sent to friends during the 
ride were filled with his wonder at the 
beauty of the countryside, and his simple 
joy at the interactions with members of 
the local community as the tour pro-
gressed as well as the warm camaraderie 
of his fellow riders.
This turned out to be more than a bike 

ride: it was an expression of Paulo’s in-
domitable spirit, and probably a loving 
farewell to the country that he so cher-
ished. Photographs taken of him at the 
end of the race reflect his delight at the 
monumental struggle he had bested to 
reach the coast.

Paolo was indeed a tenacious and 
feisty opponent.

Those who may have inspired his 
ire may describe him as having a sharp 
tongue, yet his true self was as a cham-
pion of the underdog.

He was at his best representing a client in 
a dispute with the odds stacked against 
him, so that he might deploy his consider-
able tactical nous to even the scales.

Paolo is survived by his widow, Paula, 
and by his children, Claudia and Giulio. 
They miss him enormously. So, too, do 
the members of Group 621 and many oth-
ers at the Johannesburg Bar. A
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