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Johan Brand SC

RECOGNITION FOR BEST 
FINAL-YEAR LLB STUDENTS
Deon Gericke, General 
Manager

In 1957 the Pretoria Bar decided to 
acknowledge the best final-year LLB 

student at the University of Pretoria with 
the Hugonis Grotii Bar medal. This was 
followed in 1963 when the Johannes Voet 
Bar medal was awarded to the best final-
year LLB student at the University of 
South Africa (UNISA).

Many proud recipients of the above 
medals are today members of the Pretoria 
Society of Advocates. 

In 2011 the Pretoria Bar signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the 
University of Limpopo, acknowledging its 
best final-year LLB students by awarding 
them:
• The Judge President Bernard Ngoepe 

merit award in the form of a floating 
trophy that is retained at the Univer-
sity’s School of Law.

• Automatic admission for pupillage at 
the Pretoria Bar.

• Exemption from payment of enrol-
ment of pupillage fees and study ma-
terial. 

• A bursary from the Pretoria Bar to the 
value of R30 000.

 
The following year, 2012, a Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed with the 
University of Venda for the institution of 
an Adv McCaps Motimele SC award to 
acknowledge its best final-year LLB stu-
dents in a way similar way to those of the 
University of Limpopo.
 

LIKE PARENT LIKE CHILD
Anna Granova
  

This is the continuation of the mini-
series on all children whose parents 

were either their colleagues or judg-
es. 
• Miluska Coetzee
Her route to the Bar was a scenic one: 
Born to an advocate father, this energetic 
junior (whose name means “the grace-

ful defender of people”) was an attorney 
and also a personal banker before doing 
pupillage in 2014. To her mind, the advan-
tage of having a parent at the Bar is not 
because of junior briefs but in growing up 
with the specific outlook on the world and 
developing the “thick skin and emotional 
maturity” which is an absolute necessity 
for any counsel. Since taking up offices at 
Circle Chambers, Miluska currently has 
a general practice but enjoys litigation in 
the areas of contract and insolvency law.
 
• Bernette Bergenthuin
Our profession almost lost out on the 
company of this counsel because her 
father was opposed to her becoming an 
advocate in the first place. He encouraged 
her accounting studies, which resulted 
in Bernette almost becoming an account-
ant at a top firm. Fortunately, she soon 
realised that arguing about beans was 
much more fun than counting them and 
by 2012 she was ready to do her articles of 
clerkship and then in 2013 completed her 
pupillage. Bernette thoroughly enjoys the 
practice of law, especially the commercial 
litigation, and wishes somebody had told 
her that she would do so a long time ago.

See also Advocate 2015 August at 45 — 
Editor.
   

ACTING APPOINTMENTS
 

The following members of the Pretoria 
Bar held acting appointments in the 

Gauteng Division Pretoria:
 
Third term
 
• BR Tokota SC
  27 July to 7 August 2015
• CJ van der Westhuizen SC
  24 August to 18 September 2015
• JJ Strijdom SC
  27 July to 4 September 2015
• S Hassim SC
  27 July to 18 September 2015
 

IN MEMORIAM: TRIBUTE TO 
ADV PHENNY MASHAPA 
SEJAPHALA

 

Phenny obtained a BIuris and LLB 
from the then Vista University, Mame-

lodi campus (now part of Pretoria Univer-
sity).

He served his pupillage at Pretoria Bar 
during 2001 and took up chambers with 
the same Bar in 2002. 

He practised law fearlessly and with 
dedication. His practice involved both 
civil and criminal matters. However, his 
main interest was criminal law. Advocate 
Sejaphala met his untimely death on 20 
June 2015. 

He will be sorely missed by his family, 
friends and colleagues. A

 

The late Advocate Phenny Mashapa 


