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NEW JUDGES:  
Judge Gayaat Salie-Hlophe
Gill Goosen

Judge Salie-Hlophe was appointed to 
the bench in January 2015 and she is 

one of the Western Cape High Court’s 
most recent appointees. She graduated 
from the University of the Western Cape 
with a BA degree in 1994 and an LLB 
degree in 1996. Following the completion 
of her studies, the judge completed her 
practical legal training at the University of 
Cape Town in 1997 and served her articles 
of clerkship at E Moosa Wagley & Petersen 
Attorneys. She was admitted as an attor-
ney in 1998 and practised as a professional 
assistant at the same firm for a year before 
practising for her own account in 1999 
until 2014. During this time, she was also 
actively involved with various charitable 
institutions such as Beitun–Nur, a shelter 
for destitute women and children, and 
WEPCRU, a sporting association which 
teaches rugby to disadvantaged youth in 
underprivileged communities.

The judge’s permanent appointment 
was preceded by six acting appointments 
in the Western Cape High Court. The 
judge indicated that her appointment 
has provided her with the opportunity to 
undertake new challenges. Growing up 
in an unequal society, she explained, has 
been her strongest motivation in pursu-
ing a career in law and helping causes to 
address injustice and unfairness.

Other than the law, the judge enjoys 
the outdoors and she is passionate about 
spending time with her three daughters 
and her husband.

NEW JUDGES:  
Judge Kate Savage
Megan Viljoen

Judge Savage was appointed to the 
bench in January 2015. Her appoint-

ment was preceded by acting appoint-
ments in the Western Cape High Court 
and in the Labour Court. Before being 
appointed she practised as an attorney, 
having been admitted to that profession 
in 1994, and she acted as arbitrator and 
mediator in numerous disputes. She is a 
trustee of the Constitutional Court Trust 
as well as a member of the advisory board 
of SAFLII, having been involved in its 
development as a resource providing free 
access to legal materials online.

She is of the view that judicial diver-
sity is necessary in that different judges 
bring different perspectives to the proc-
ess of judging but also because a diverse 
bench reflecting our society enhances 
the legitimacy of the judiciary and builds 
public confidence in the law and the le-
gal system. She considers that continued 
strides need to be made to improve both 
racial and gender diversity in the legal pro-
fession, more so in positions of seniority.

She has also been involved in access to 
justice initiatives supporting advice offices 
and paralegals. She considers legal costs 
which limit access to justice to remain a 
pressing issue facing both courts and the 
legal profession.

Other than the law, she is enjoys sport 
and spending time with her family. A
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