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JUDICIAL APPOINTMENT

Gerald Bloem is congratulated on his 
appointment to the Eastern Cape 

Bench. Having initially completed a BA 
degree and a Secondary Teachers Diplo-
ma at the University of Western Cape, he 
then completed his LLB degree at Rhodes 
University.

After completing his articles of clerk-
ship at the firm of B Sandi & Co in Gra-
hamstown, Judge Bloem then joined 
the Grahamstown office of the Legal Re-
sources Centre where he practised as an 
attorney and then as an advocate. In 1998 
he went into private practice in Bhisho, 
where he served as a member of the 
Bhisho Bar Council.

Judge Bloem has practised in Graham-
stown since 2001 where he has served as 
a member of Bar Council of the Society of 
Advocates of the Eastern Cape and as the 
Chairperson of the Society during 2012 
and 2014. He was appointed as senior 
counsel on 1 August 2010 and has held 
acting appointments in the High Court of 
Mthata during 2000 and 2001, in Bhisho 
during 2003, in Bloemfontein during 2005, 
2007 and 2013 and in the Eastern Cape 
Division during 2010, 2014 and 2015.

During his fourteen years of practice 
in Grahamstown Judge Bloem has pro-
vided invaluable mentorship to a number 
of junior advocates not only helping them 
to establish their practices but also ensur-
ing the continued growth and success of 
the Bar in Grahamstown. 

ACTING APPOINTMENT
Richard Brooks SC, a member of the Edi-
torial Committee of Advocate, held an act-
ing appointment as a judge of the Eastern 
Cape during the first and second term. 
Having briefly rejoined us during the July 
High Court recess, Brooks SC was due to 
take up a further acting appointment for 
the third and fourth terms.
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GCB FUTURE LEADERS 
SYMPOSIUM
One of our junior members, Matthew 
Mpahlwa, attended the GCB’s Future 
Leader Symposium, hosted by the Johan-
nesburg Bar on 3 – 4 July. Mpahlwa found 
the programme to be informative and 
insightful. A

LEXISNEXIS SPONSORSHIP 
PROGRAMME
Akhona Baninzi was the recipient of the 
LexisNexis Sponsorship and received a 
laptop with twelve months of free inter-
net access and the My LexisNexis Plati-
num package. Setting up practice is often 
a daunting and expensive process and we 
appreciate LexisNexis providing sponsor-
ship to one of our newest members (see 
also Advocate 2015 April at 9).


